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THE 


WASHINGTON  MIRACLE  REFUTED. 


*rOnce  it  was  known  by  miracles,  who  were  true  Christians  and  who  were 
false;  but  now  the  power  of  working-  miracles  is  wholly  taken  away,  the 
pretence  of  it,  is  to  be  found  among  those  who  pretend  to  be  Christians.” 

[St.  Chrysostoms. 

^Against  those  miracle-mongers,  my  God  hath  put  me  on  my  guard,  by  ad¬ 
monishing  me  that  in  the  last  days  there  shall  arise  false  prophets,  who 
shall  work  such  signs  and  wonders  as  to  deceive,  if  possible,  the  very 
elect.”  [St.  Augustine. 

To  those  who  reside  at  a  distance  from  Washington,  some  apo¬ 
logy  may  be  necessary,  for  the  serious  notice  which  in  the  following 
pages,  they  will  find  devoted  to  the  miracle  with  which  our  metro¬ 
polis  has  been  lately  honoured.  The  writer  is  well  aware  that  in 
places,  where  the  Romish  Church  has  gained  no  ground  or  appears 
in  obscurity;  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  an  attempt  such  as  that 
which  it  is  his  object  to  exhibit,  should  meet  in  any  part  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  but  with  its  merited  ridicule.  None  but  a  resident  in  those  dis¬ 
tricts  where  the  reason  and  free  thought  of  the  people,  have  been 
long  exposed  to  that  dominion  under  which  the  mental  faculties  of 
every  true  Papist  must  be  enslaved;  can  accurately  estimate  the 
force  with  which  miraculous  pretensions,  like  those  so  abundant  in 
every  page  of  Roman  Catholic  history,  must  strike  upon  the  cre¬ 
dulity  and  superstition  of  the  multitude. 

In  every  community,  are  to  be  found,  not  a  few  individuals,  to 
whom  the  marvellous  character  of  a  narrative  is  the  best  evidence 
of  its  truth.  Such  minds  are  precisely  adapted  to  the  genius  of 
the  Romish  faith;  under  this  faith,  they  increase  and  multiply,  and 
are  no  where  to  be  found,  on  the  testimony  of  universal  observation, 
so  general  as  where  it  has  obtained  the  most  complete  ascendency. 
It  is  no  injustice  to  this  District  of  Columbia,  to  say  that  individuals 
with  such  proneness  to  the  marvellous;  such  indisposition  or  such 
fear  to  exert  their  own  faculties  of  thought,  in  masters  similar  to 
that  in  view,  are  here,  from  the  causes  alluded  to,  peculiarly  abun¬ 
dant.  Against  these  especially,  our  miracle  has  been  directed. 
The  thinking — the  free— r-the  intelligent  were  not  expected  to  be 
reached.  On  such  minds,  our  wonder-workers,  had  no  hope  of  ope¬ 
rating.  They  expected  the  keen  scrutiny,  the  ridicule  and  contempt 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  community;  but  knew  full  well  there  were 
ftiany,  who  could  neither  think  for  themselves  nor  hear  what  others 
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thought,  whose  credulity  and  ignorance,  prepared  for  any  attempt, 
would  well  reward  them  for  all  the  scepticism  they  could  meet 
with  in  others.  Such  persons  have  been  the  dupes  of  miraculous 
pretensions  in  every  age  of  the  world;  under  Mahometan,  Heathen 
and  Christian  Priesthoods.  Who  does  not  know  that  ever  since 
the  3era,  when  our  pure  and  lovely  religion  was  first  established; 
the  instruments  of  bigotry  and  of  despotism,  vested  with  the  com¬ 
mission,  without  the  spirit  or  power  of  the  primitive  disciples,  have 
pretended  the  sanction  of  signs  and  wonders,  to  strike  their  dogmas 
upon  the  multitude;  and  that  to  this  day,  the  grand  pillar  to  the 
immense  temple  of  superstition,  under  which  the  devotees  of  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Europe,  are  so  banefully  protected  from  the  light  and 
liberty  of  the  age,  is  the  bold  pretence  of  miraculous  powers,  con¬ 
stantly  displayed  before  their  eyes,  in  forms  of  the  most  impudent 
extravagance  and  absurdity?  For  the  same  reasons  that  the  blind 
in  Spain  and  Italy,  are  daily  duped  by  the  miraculous  freaks  of 
some  image  or  holy  relic;  have  too  many  in  Washington,  yielded  up 
their  reasons  to  those  bold  pretensions  of  apostolick  gifts  which  now 
for  the  first  time  are  attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  the  American 
people.  It  is  with  the  hope  of  unveiling  to  the  view  of  such  as 
have  been  deluded  by  the  specious  appearance  of  our  pretended 
miracle,  a  few  plain  facts  'and  circumstances,  which  with  candid 
minds  must  reduce  the  boasted  cure  to  the  modest  level  of  ordinary 
Providence;  that  the  writer  of  these  pages,  is  about  to  undertake  a 
fair  examination  of  the  pamphlet  on  that  subject,  lately  published 
by  the  Priests  of  Washington.  ! 

There  are  some  difficulties  in  the  execution  of  this  projected 
task.  It  will  be  difficult  to  attack  the  cure  without  the  appearance 
of  harshness,  disrespect  or  some  unkind  feeling  toward  the  lady  on 
whom  it.  is  said  to  have  been  produced.  There  will  be  difficulty 
also,  in  exposing  the  operations  of  the  master-spirits,  without  involv¬ 
ing  at  least  ,  in  appearance,  the  numerous  under-workers,  who 
through  Zeal  and  credulity,  I  am  willing  to  allow,  have  been  inno¬ 
cently  acting  under  .their  control;  and  whose  views,  motives  and 
conduct  the  writer  has  no  desire  to  scrutinize  or  impugn.  But 
having  thrust  thepiselv.es  forth,  for  the  public  gaze,  they  should  be 
prepared  for  all  fet  public  criticism  can  sav.  While  it  shall  be 
my  endeavour  to  deal  as  respectfully  as  possible  with  their  charac¬ 
ters  and  feelings,  I  shall  not  omit  the  use  of  their  names  and  lan¬ 
guage  in  any  manner  that  may  tend  to  expose  the  nakedness  of  the 
cause  in  which  they  have  engaged. 

There  is  another  difficulty  in  this  undertaking.  In  attempting  to 
show  the  falsity  of  the  pretensions  erected  upon  the  asserted  reco¬ 
very  of  Mrs.  Mattingly,  ranged  as  they  have  been,  in  company  so 
venerable  as  those  of  our  Saviour  and  his  Apostles,  the  writer  will 
be  in  danger  of  seeming  to  some  minds  not  much  in  the  habit  of 
discriminating  very  clearly,  as  if  aiming  not  at  a  pretended  miracle 
merely,  but  secretly  at  all  miracles;  not  those  of  Papists  only,  but 
of  Christ  and  his  Apostles  too.  A  charge  upon  the  Romish  Priest¬ 
hood,  may  seem  an  attack  upon  the  whole  Christian  ministry. 
Disrespect  to  the  peculiar  aims  of  Roman  Catholic  instrument^, 
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may  seem  a  disregard  for  the  great  and  holy  cause  of  Christianity 
itself.  Because  the  writer  declines  believing  in  the  miraculous  effi¬ 
cacy  of  the  prayers  of  that  Princely  panacea,  Bishop  Hohenlohe, 
(. Longimanus, )  he  may  be  accused  of  scepticism  in  the  power  and 
benefit  of  Christian  supplication  in  general.  Nothing  will  be  fur¬ 
ther  from  the  mark  than  such  suppositions.  The  writer  professes 
himself  most  heartily  interested  in  the  cause  of  true  and  vital  Chris¬ 
tianity;  though  heretical  enough  at  the  same  time  to  believe  that 
the  peculiarities  of  Papists,  so  far  from  belonging  in  the  least,  to 
genuine  religion — are  its  corruptions  and  deformities.  It  is  for  the 
sake  of  religion  he  writes;  to  expose  an  attempt  of  the  same  parent¬ 
age  with  those  which  have  contributed  so  largely  to  the  darkness, 
slavery  and  impotence  of  Roman  Catholic  Europe;  an  attempt 
which  upon  minds  so  free  as  those  among  whom  it  appears,  has  a 
direct  tendency  to  bring  religion  into  ridicule  wjth  the  gay,  and 
strengthen  the  infidel  in  his  scorn.  So  much  by  way  of  introduc¬ 
tion.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  pamphlet  we  have  undertaken  to 
review. 

In  the  first  place,  I  venture  to  assert  of  the  statement  which  the 
Priesthood  in  Washington,  after  taking  such  a  prodigious  while  for 
its  composition,  have  at  length  furnished  the  community,  that  it  has 
most  egregiously  disappointed  every  one.  On  the  10th  of  March, 
the  cure  was  effected.  Instantly  it  was  given  out  by  priests  and  by 
laics,  in  conversation  and  in  letters,  by  common  report  and  in  news¬ 
papers,  that  a  wonderful  Miracle  had  been  wrought,  evident  to  the 
senses,  which  none  who  beheld  the  astonishing  testimony  with  the 
least  impartiality  could  doubt.  Thousands  went  to  view  the  lady 
who  had  so  marvellously  recovered:  Priests  and  women,  we  are  toM, 
fell  prostrate  at  the  sight:  Physicians,  it  was  said,  beheld  the  cure 
and  could  hardly  speak  for  perfect  amazement.  A  miracle  !  a  mira- 
cle  l  was  in  the  lips  of  every  Catholic.  The  Priests  were  loudest  in 
the  cry  of  miracle,  and  every  one  here  must  well  remember  that  to 
call  it  only  a  wonderful  cure  at  that  time,  was  to  incur  the  charge 
of  criminal  unbelief  in  a  trice  Immediately  a  statement  of  the  great 
event,  we  heard  was  to  be  prepared  as  soon  as  possible.  A  messen¬ 
ger  from  among  the  Priests  themselves,  was  instantly  despatched  to 
bear  the  glad  tidings  to  the  ears  of  the  Archbishop  at  Baltimore. 
The  most  industrious  efforts  were  used  to  propagate  the  miraculous 
story  to  every  region  of  the  neighbouring  States.  Soon  appears  the 
seraphic  Kohlman,  (in  a  letter  which  has  doubtless  occasioned  his 
clerical  friends  as  well  as  himself  a  thousand  wishes  that  the  pen  he 
wrote  with,  had  perished  in  the  goose  that  bore  it;)  publishing  in  a 
rhapsody,  for  which  nothing  but  a  brain  mad  with  miracles,  could 
apologize,  the  wonderful  deed  with  which  the  long-armed  Hohen¬ 
lohe  had  condescended  to  honour  our  republican  metropolis.  Next 
came  out  the  Rev.  Mr.  Matthews,  Pastor  of  St.  Patrick’s,  feeding 
the  public  curiosity  with  a  prpmise  in  the  newspaper,  that  in  a  short 
time  an  authenticated  statement  should  appear.  The  impatient  and 
excited  public,  now  waited  with  anxiety  the  expected  publication. — 
Already  deponents  had  laid  their  testimony  under  the  sanction  of 
their  oaths,  before  our  magistrates.  A  greater  stir  and  fuss  could 
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not  possibly  have  been  made  by  our  Romish  neighbours,  had  even 
the  sun  stood  still  upon  the  Church  of  St.  Patrick — at  the  word  of 
Father  Dubuisson.  But  week  after  week  passed  away  and  the  sc-* 
cond  month  had  gone,  while  as  yet  the  promised  statement  which 
then  we  sufifiosed ,  and  which  now  we  see  could  have  been  prepared 
as  well  and  far  better  in  seven  clays,  had  not  come  forth.  “Well”  we 
said,  “a  strange  miracle  this,  strangely  evident  to  the  senses  indeed, 
aw  hole  college  of  the  Priesthood,  more  than  two  months 
to  make  out  a  plain  narrative  of  its  facts.  A  new  kind  of  miracle  ! 
The  miracles  of  our  Saviour  and  his  Apostles  bore  their  evidences 
in  their  faces :  convinced  without  argument  and  needed  no  laborious 
statement  to  confirm  them.”  Some  suspected  it  was  the  Priests* 
design  to  let  the  vague  reports  and  exaggerated  statements  do  their 
utmost  and  to  hold  back  as  long  as  possible  the  printed  narrative, 
for  which  only  they  could  beheld  accountable ,  lest  the  former  should 
be  too  soon  arrested  in  their  course.  Others  shrewdly  judged  the 
lady  was  not  so  well  as  the  miracle  required;  or  that  the  Physi¬ 
cian  could  not  come  out  as  positively  as  was  hoped;  or  the  people 
were  found  more  cunning  and  disposed  to  laugh  than  foreign  Priests 
anticipated;  or  that  division,  hesitation  and  embarrassment  were  in  the 
conclave.  But  a  little  acquaintance  with  such  matters,  would  have 
taught  them  better.  T.  hey  did  not  know  that  by  a  decree  of  the 
Council  of  1 1  ent,  it  is  necessary  before  any  occurrence  can  he 
published  by  the  Priesthood  ot  the  Romish  Church  as  miracu¬ 
lous,  the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  it,  must  be  submitted 
to  the  judgment  of  a  Bishop,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  deter¬ 
mine  whethet  it  should  be  admitted  as  a  miracle  or  not.  This 
was  no  unwise  regulation.  For  though  in  primitive  times,  the 
apostohek  miracles  were  left  to  stand  alone  and  the  people  to  judge 
foi  themselves  of  their  character,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  little 
consequence  to  the  world,  whether  a  Bishop  affirmed  or  denied  their 
pretensions,  so  that  all  had  an  opportunity  of  constructing  their 
own  opinions;  yet  times  and  circumstances  are  changed.  The  sim* 
pie  fact  is,  that  such  had  been  the  extreme  licentiousness  with  which 
the  Romish  Priesthood  for  many  ages  had  forged  and  published 
miracles;  so  alarming  was  the  danger  into  which  religion  had  been 
brought  among  all  intelligent  people  by  such  detestable  impiety,  that 
the  Council  of  i  rent  was  necessitated  in  defence  of  common  decorum, 
to  take  up  the  subject  as  a  matter  of  legislation  and  ordain  (odd  as 
it  was)  that  nothing  should  be  admitted  as  a  miracle  thereafter,  till 
sanctioned  by  the  attestation  of  a  Bishop.  Whether  this  grave  ordi¬ 
nance  has  produced  upon  the  wonder-roll  of  the  Romish  Church, 
any  very  substantial  benefit :  whether  the  Bishops  who  were  to  sit  in 
judgment,  have  been  a  whit  less  disposed  than  the  Priests  who  were 
to  biing  the  testimony,  to  increase  their  influence,  enrich  their 
Churches  and  rivet  the  superstition  of  the  people  with  miraculous 
pretensions;  I  leave  the  modern  history  of  saints  and  relics  and  im- 
ages,  from  the  first  liquification  of  the  'blood  of  St.  Januaries,  since 
the  1  ndentine  Council,  to  the  last  wonder  of  our  modern  Thaumatur- 
gus,  the  long-fingered  Hohenlohe,  to  determine.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
tqe  I  nests  at  Washington  were  not  allowed  to  publish  a  miracle  till 
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the  sanction  of  the  Archbishop  at  Baltimore  had  been  first  obtained. 
Here  was  the  occasion  of  the  portentous  delay. 

Having  now  enlightened  the  public  with  this  explanation,  I  pro- 
ceed  to  say,  that  after  all  this  enormous  fuss  by  priests  and  laics 
about  a  wonderful  miracle:  after  all  had  heard  it  so  often  asserted  as 
a  new  star  in  the  crown  of  the  Prince  Hohenlohe,  at  one  time  ascrib¬ 
ed  to  the  sole  agency  of  his  miraculous  prayers,  at  another  to  the 
miraculous  efficacy  of  the  “real  presence”  in  the  Eucharist;  after  all 
the  prostrations  of  Father  Kohlman  and  of  those  around  him,  in  a 
room  which  must  have  been  miraculously  enlarged  to  allow  so  many 
as  were  mentioned  to  be  stretched  on  the  floor  at  once,  (unless  Fa¬ 
ther  Kohlman  was  speaking  in  figurative  language  when  he  de¬ 
scribed  that  famous  scene)  after  the  ingathering  of  crowds  of  men, 
women  and  children  day  after  day,  to  be  favoured  with  a  sight  of 
Mrs.  Mattingly,  and  “the  public  mind  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States”  (in  the  language  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Matthews)  “being  excited” 
with  the  intelligence  of  an  astonishing  miracle ,  so  that  some  timid 
Protestants  overpowered  by  the  boasts  of  the  Papists,  became  really 
alarmed  lest  a  faith  which  they  think  so  destructive  of  true  Christi¬ 
anity,  should  assume  a  front  too  imposing  for  the  unlearned  to  resist- 
.  ter  all  this  vapouring  and  flashing  and  thundering,  Catholics  stand¬ 
ing  with  hands  clasped  in  high  and  triumphant  expectation,  and  Pro¬ 
testants  preparing  with  no  little  earnestness  for  the  event;  that  nothing 
at  last  should  drop  from  this  tremendous  cloud,  so  big  as  it  was 
supposed  with  miracle,  but  the  poor  little  collection  of  affidavits  and 
certificates  now  before  the  public;  that  instead  of  finding  at  least  a 
miracle ,  we  should  read  of  only  a  “ wonderful  cure;”  that  instead  of 
finding  the  Inspector  General  asserting  as  boldly  as  the  Priests  had 
done,  that  the  cure  was  miraculous  and  giving  authority  to  publish  it 
as  such,  we  should  find  the  Archbishop  shrinking  from  any  thing  ap¬ 
proaching  to  such  authority ;  that  among  all  the  thirty-four  deposi¬ 
tions,  only  one  deponent  and  he  a  Layman,  is  willing  to  bear  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  calling  the  cure  a  miracle,  while  not  one  of  the  Priests, 
except  Father  Kohlman,  comes  even  near  to  such  an  appellation- 
seems  indeed  so  much  like  “coming  out  at  the  little  end  of  the  horn”? 
to  use  a  vuigar  phraze,  so  mucn  like  the  birth  of  a  mouse  from  the 
parturient  labours  of  a  mountain,  that  I  am  sure  no  sensible  Catholic 
can  help  mortification  at  the  event.  What!  good  neighbours,  I 
would  make  bold  to  ask,  have  you  changed  your  former  confident 
opimons  of  Mrs.  Mattingly’s  recovery  so  entirely  as  all  this  insin- 
ua  es.  are  you  afraid  of  being  convicted  of  mistake  were  you  to  call 
it  mirac  ilous?  have  you  lowered  your  tone  so  far  as  to  place  it  now 
on  the  common  level  of  Providential  dealings?  are  we  only  to  believe 
^admirable,  sudden ,  wonderful?  Why  then,  good  gentlemen,  this 
inordmate  disturbance  as  if  all  the  laws  of  nature  had  been  suspend¬ 
ed.  Are  wonderful  cures,  sudden  cures,  admirable  cures;  are  even 
unaccountable  cures,  so  very  unusual,  that  all  our  citizens  must  be 
roused,  yea  all  the  United  States  be  excited,  (as  Mr.  Matthews  says 
hey  are)  because  in  the  goodness  of  Providence,  a  member  of  your 
society  has  been  remarkably  recovered?  What  town,  I  pray  you, 
what  congregation  of  any  name  or  kind,  what  Physician  of  any  vil- 
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iajre  in  the  world,  cannot  furnish  an  authenticated  statement  of  won- 
derful ,  admirable,  yea  unaccountable  cures.  Must  every  case  of 
such  restoration  be  trumpeted  to  the  world,  in  the  language  of  Mr. 
Kohlman’s  rhapsody,  and  be  issued  forth  with  a  retinue  of  solemn 
depositions  alleging  the  extreme  illness  and  subsequent  health  of  the 
person  benefited?  Must  all  the  United  States  be  excited,  whenever 
it  may  please  the  Almighty  in  answer  to  prayer  or  without  prayer, 
to  restore  in  a  wonderful  though  not  miraculous  manner,  any  one  of 
his  human  creatures  in  our  country?  Here  methinks  we  have  found 
the  once  boasted  miracle,  with  its  once  high  pretending  advocates,  in 
the  confession  box  as  it  were.  The  public  will  hear  some  humble 
confessions  soon,  and  bve  and  bye  they  shall  behold  the  prodigy  at 
penance.  Whether  they  will  grant  absolution  to  the  confessing  sup¬ 
pliants  from  the  sin  of  so  long  and  so  boldly  pretending  to  what  they 
are  now  afraid  to  name,  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine. 

For  myself,  I  confess  that  though  the  fallacy  of  the  once  pretended 
miracle  and  the  method  of  refuting  its  claims  were  always  obvious,  I 
did  expect  that  the  promised  statement,  in  the  hands  of  men  who, 
whatever  I  may  have  thought  of  their  learning,  1  supposed  at  any  rate, 
had  some  ingenuity,  would  have  been  so  prepared  as  at  least  to  have 
fought  a  tolerably  decent  fight.  With  this  expectation,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  affair,  I  had  devoted  a  considerable  portion  of  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  subject  of  Catholic  miracles,  intending  whenever  the 
statement  should  appear,  to  undertake  its  exposure.  Many  sheets 
were  written,  a  large  view  of  the  whole  ground  of  miracles,  includ¬ 
ing  a  sketch  of  those  so  peculiarly  ornamental  to  the  Popish  history, 
was  taken,  and  quite  a  laborious  preparation  accomplished;  but  so  am 
I  disappointed  in  the  adversary  to  be  conte aded  with — he  has  tied  the 
ground  so  entirely:  so  timid  and  suppliant  is  the  front  he  wears,  that 
to  use  the  weapons  already  forged  would  seem  too  much  in  the  va¬ 
pouring  spirit  of  a  Quixote,  not  to  oblige  a  complete  change  in  my 
original  plan.  We  need  no  mountain  to  crush  a  moth.  But  not¬ 
withstanding  the  actual  relinquishment  of  the  original  ground,  I  shall 
still,  for  reasons  which  will  appear  as  we  proceed,  consider  the  mat¬ 
ter  as  if  the  object  yet  were  to  make  us  believe  in  the  miraculous 
character  of  the  cure. 

Before  proceeding  further,  there  is  an  argument  arising  from  what 
has  been  said,  too  obvious  to  be  neglected.  Let  the  reader  consider 
well,  the  long  delay  between  the  10th  of  March,  the  day  of  the  cure, 
and  the  publication  of  the  pamphlet.  We  have  asserted  tb«*  the 
cause  of  this  delay  was  at  Baltimore.  It  was  in  the  difficulty  found 
by  the  Archbishop  in  making  up  his  mind  whether  he  shoul-1  license 
the  publication  of  this  affair  as  a  miracle  or  not ;  or  in  ot?ier  words, 
as  to  how  far,  he  could  go  in  complying  with  the  w^ies  °f  the 
Washington  Priests,  without  committing  himself  too  deeply.  Let 
the  reader  observe  this  point.  Though  introduced  inrdeutally,  it  is  of 
consequence,  and  if  well  considered  will  settle  tfr  question  with  a 
candid  mind.  None  will  deny,  that  if  a  miracle  vlS  wr°ught  indeed, 
it  was  of  great  consequence  to  the  Catholic  caus'*’  that  ^  should  be 
universally  known.  None  will  deny  that  it  was  eyremeiy  expedient  for 
the  effect  of  the  miracle,  that  the  publication  r  should  have 
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come  out  as  immediately  as  practicable  after  the  knowledge  of  the 
event,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  the  public  mind  while  under  the  first 
and  strongest  excitement.  None  will  question  that  the  Priests,  as  intel¬ 
ligent  as  any  in  such  policy,  would  have  used  every  possible  effort  to 
obtain  the  necessary  sanction  for  the  instant  publication,  with  the 
least  possible  delay.  We  are  assured  that  measures  were  taken  for 
this  object  the  very  next  day  after  the  cure.  Father  Dubuisson  set 
off  on  the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  as  the  “bearer  of  the  important 
news  to  the  venerable  prelate”  at  Baltimore.  The  Archbishop  was 
in  Washington,  but  a  few  days  before  the  publication  of  the  statement, 
and  then  undoubtedly  for  the  first  time  was  resolved  to  give  it  the 
limited  countenance  under  which  it  has  appeared.  From  the  day 
therefore,  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  tidings  in  Baltimore,  till  within  a 
few  days  of  the  publication,  more  than  two  months ,  the  Archbishop 
was  considering  the  safety  of  authorising  the  Priests  in  Washington 
to  publish  the  restoration  of  Mrs.  Mattingly  as  miraculous.  It  will 
be  shown  hereafter,  that  he  could  not  at  last,  find  it  in  his  con¬ 
science,  to  call  it  a  miracle;  and  I  shall  take  occasion  by  and  by,  to 
prove  that  the  Archbishop’s  letter  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a 
complete  refutation  of  the  whole  cause  against  which  I  am  contend¬ 
ing.  But  the  present  object  is  merely  to  lead  the  reader  to  perceive, 
that  since  it  required  from  the  Archbishop,  who  certainly  was  as 
much  interested  as  any,  in  the  truth  of  the  miraculous  pretensions, 
such  a  prodigious  length  of  time  to  determine  whether  Mrs.  Mat¬ 
tingly’s  cure  was  a  miracle  or  not;  and  since  it  is  the  essential  nature 
of  a  miracle,  without  which  its  great  object  cannot  be  accomplished, 
that  it  is  obvious  to  the  senses  and  evident  at  once,  as  well  to  the 
ignorant  as  the  learned,  there  must  have  been  something  extremely 
equivocal  and  obscure  to  say  the  least,  in  the  evidences  of  this  ;  some¬ 
thing  so  very  questionable,  that  if  it  could  perplex  one  so  skilled  in 
the  history  of  miracles  as  a  Catholic  Archbishop,  more  than  two  whole 
months,  and  at  last  prevent  him  from  deciding  in  favour  of  its  miracu¬ 
lous  nature.  The  more  ignorant  may  well  be  excused  for  refusing 
their  assent.  A  fine  time  the  Apostls  would  have  had  of  it  indeed,  and 
marvellously  would  Christianity  have  fared,  among  railing  Jew's  and 
scoffing  Greeks,  had  its  primitive  ambassadors  been  obliged  to  pause 
at  the  production  of  every  miracle,  to  gather  up  a  host  of  depositions 
from  the  friends  and  acquaintances  of  the  subject;  then  carry  the 
whole  to  the  office  of  some  public  miracle  inspector,  who  must 
spend  months  in  their  examination,  before  they  could  feel  themselves 
sustained  in  publishing  their  wonder  to  the  world  !  How  very  con¬ 
clusive  to  be  sure,  would  have  been  the  miracles  of  Christ  and  his 
Apostles  in  favour  of  the  disputed  doctrines  ot  the  religion  they 
preached,  had  they  been  as  in  the  present  instance,  as  much  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  controversy,  and  as  difficult  of  proof,  as  the  truths  in  testimony 
of  which  they  were  wrought ! 

Ah!  but  let  it  be  noticed  here,  the  places  of  their  miracles  were 
public ,  in  the  face  of  day ,  not  chamber  nor  midnight  miracles.  They 
were  performed  upon  persons  whose  diseases  were  known ,  too  plain 
to  be  misunderstood ;  upon  the  palsied,  the  blind,  the  leprous,  the 
dead,  in  whose  cases,  no  hosts  of  depositions ,  no  laborious  investi - 
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gation  was  necessary  to  prove  the  character  of  their  ailments:  no 
medical  questions  first  to  be- determined,  on  which  the  whole  pre¬ 
tence  of  miracle  depended.  And  besides  all  this,  their  miracles 
were  wrought  not  only  in  the  light  and  in  public,  and  on  the  most 
unequivocal  subjects,  but  in  the  midst  of  enemies ;  before  the  eyes, 
under  the  inspection  of  enemies,  and  not  as  in  the  case  before  us, 
only  in  the  presence  of  a  few  particular  friends,  and  before  it  was 
even  suspected  by  any  but  a  few  friends,  that  a  miracle  was  to  be 
attempted.  I  would  have  the  reader  particularly  notice  the  above 
remarks,  which  although  merely  introductory  to  the  main  argument, 
are  enough  to  settle  the  business  relative  to  the  W  ashington  affair, 
at  least  so  far  as  to  lead  to  the  following  conclusion;  that,  the  least 
we  can  say  against  and  the  most  we  can  say  in  favour  of  the  miracu- 
lous  nature  of  the  cure,  is  simply  that  be  it  a  miracle  or  not,  it  is  at 
the  best  so  equivocal  in  its  testimony,  as  fairly  to  allow  us  all  to  re¬ 
main  undecided,  and  consequently  can  never  be  employed  for  the  con¬ 
firmation  of  any  disputed  doctrine  in  the  faith  of  those  among  whom 
it  appears,  I  leave  the  reader  to  make  his  own  comparison  between 
such  a  miracle  and  those  of  the  Apostles. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  particular  arraignment  of  the  pamphlet 
before  us,  I  would  call  the  reader’s  attention  to  two  ideas,  which 
though  already  mentioned,  deserve  a  more  special  notice.  I  have 
said  that  the  original  ground  on  which  the  cure  of  Mrs.  Mattingly 
was  placed,  has  been  abandoned.  I  now  make  it  a  special  charge. 
The  Priests  concerned  in  this  business  have  retreated  from  the 
position  they  first  assumed.  To  substantiate  this  charge,  nothing 
more  is  necessary  than  to  refer  to  the  preceding  pages,  detailing 
the  rumours  at  first  excited  relative  to  the  event  in  question.  They 
at  first  asserted  that  the  cure  was  a  miracle.  No  one  can  have  the 
assurance  to  deny  this  fact.  No  one  can  doubt  that  the  Priests  not 
only  wished  it  believed,  but  gave  it  out  that  a  miracle  had  been 
wrought,  that  it  had  been  expected,  prayed  for,  calculated  upon, 
predicted,  watched  for.  If  any  doubt  can  exist  of  this;  let  the  rea¬ 
der  peruse  the  deposition  of  Father  Dubuisson  in  the  pamphlet 
under  consideration.  But  let  him  especially  refer  to  the  famous 
letter  of  Father  Kohlman,  as  printed  in  several  newspapers,  and 
written  on  the  6th  day  of  the  event.  The  following  are  extracts 
from  that  remarkable  production.  “The  metropolis  of  America  is 
moved  as  Jerusalem  formerly  was  at  the  arrival  of  three  wise  men. 
It  is  in  a  transport  of  admiration  and  religious  awe,  and  nothing  can 
be  thought  or  spoken  of,  but  the  astonishing  and  splendid  prodigy, 
which  Jesus  Christ  the  eternal  Son  of  God  and  most  amiable  Saviour 
of  mankind,  has  been  pleased  to  work  in  the  capital  of  America, 
and  in  sight  of  our  national  council.”  Again,  “all  those  that  were 
present  at  the  moment  of  her  receiving  the  Holy  Communion,  and 
those  that  were  acquainted  with  the  horrid  martyrdom,  which  she 
suffered  during  six  years,  solemnly  declared  that  they  considered 
her  miraculous  restoration  like  unto  and  equal  to  the  resuscitation 
of  Lazarus  from,  the  grave.”  Must  not  every  reader  conclude 
from  all  this,  that  the  cure  of  Mrs.  M.  was  not  only  by  Mr.  Kohlman, 
but  all  that  knew  her,  and  especially  by  the  clergy,  considered  so 
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perfectly  miraculous,  that  no  candid  person  could  possibly  hesitate 
in  giving  it  such  a  character?  For  the  truth  of  the  charge  of  re¬ 
treat,  I  need  only  now  adduce  the  perfectly  altered  tone,  the  modest, 
and  very  diminished  pretensions  of  this  affair,  as  now  presented  in 
print.  We  are  told  no  more  of  an  astonishing  miracle,  “a  splendid 
prodigy,”  but  only  of  a  wonderful  cure.  Quack  Doctors  tell  in 
every  newspaper  of  such  wonderful  cures,  and  string  certificates 
by  dozens  to  their  tails,  ail  as  worthy  of  belief  as  those  before  us. 
According  to  the  altered  language  of  the  Priests,  Swaim’s  Panacea, 
has  quite  as  much  authority  to  fill  the  world  with  excitement  as  the 
prayers  of  the  Prince  Hohenlohe.  This  lowering  of  colours:  this 
cessation  of  boasting:  this  sinking  of  tone  and  countenance,  I  call, 
Reverend  Fathers,  a  virtual  capitulation .  You  have  not,  it  is  true, 
thrown  down  your  arms;  you  have  only  retreated  from  your  advanc¬ 
ed  post  and  taken  up  a  more  retired  and  covered  position  in  the 
rear.  There,  it  is  your  plan  to  operate  more  cautiously.  Your  wish 
to  have  the  matter  received  as  miraculous,  and  your  intention  to  do 
all  in  your  power  to  urge  and  use  it  as  a  miracle,  continue  as  ever. 
But  not  being  permitted  by  the  Archbishop  to  publish  it  as  a  mira¬ 
cle  and  afraid  of  the  responsibility  of  boldly  undertaking  to  defend 
it  under  this  name,  in  a  country  where  people  think  for  themselves, 
your  plan  is,  by  rumours,  conversation,  preaching,  be.  to  inoculate 
the  credulous  as  far  as  possible  with  the  idea  of  a  miracle,  without 
openly  committing  yourselves  to  answer  for  its  truth. 

I  have  a  second  assertion  to  make,  for  the  most  part  taken  from  the 
former.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  persons  concerned  in 
the  publication  of  this  pamphlet,  were  disappointed  as  to  the  issue 
of  the  whole  business  and  doubtful  whether  to  publish  a  statement 
or  not.  As  to  their  disappointment,  the  remarks  above,  are  proof 
sufficient.  As  to  their  hesitation  relative  to  publishing,  I  will  men¬ 
tion  a  few  facts  from  winch  the  reader  may  form  his  own  opinion. 
There  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  all  the  Priests  in  the  District, 
have  not  been  agreed  as  to  the  miraculous  nature  of  the  cure. 
There  was  certainly  a  controversy  among  them  in  relation  to  the 
expediency  of  publishing.  Whatever  others  of  them,  may  have 
thought,  Matthews  and  Kohlman  were  opposed  by  Baxter,  the  latter 
being  averse  to  publication.  As  an  evidence  of  great  hesitation, 
fear  and  controversy,  no  less  than  twice  was  the  pamphlet  set  in 
type  to  the  extent  of  t%venty-four  pages ,  and  as  often  suppressed. 
This  information  is  from  those,  who  on  account  of  their  connection 
with  the  mechanical  part  of  the  pamphlet,  had  every  opportunity  of 
knowing.  One  of  them,  in  reply  to  a  person  who  asked  him  when 
the  pamphlet  was  to  appear,  said  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  it 
would  ever  appear,  as  there  was  great  indecision  about  it.  Leaving 
our  Romish  neighbours  to  answer  to  their  own  consciences,  or 
confess  to  each  other,  if  they  would  rather,  for  the  sin  of  selling  up¬ 
wards  of  two  hundred  copies  of  their  pamphlet  in  the  Washington 
Churches,  on  Sunday,  I  will  end  this  paragraph  with  a  remark, 
which  by  this  time  must  have  occurred  to  almost  every  reader, 
that  such  was  the  dilemma  in  which  the  very  limited  sanction  of  the 
Archbishop  had  placed  them:  and  so  weak  was  the  cause  they  were 


able  to  sustain  by  their  depositions,  that  had  they  not  been  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  public  promise  of  an  “authenticated  statement”  from  Mr. 
Matthews,  in  the  commencement  of  the  business,  they  would  have 
declined  all  publication  and  trusted  their  miracle  to  the  more  hope- 
ful  influence  of  those  vague  reports  and  private  efforts,  for  which 
none  could  be  held  accountable. 

I  have  now  finished  my  preliminaries  and  am  ready  to  enter  upon 
the  pages  of  the  pamphlet.  But  here  I  would  say  that  if  the  reader 
should  perceive  no  force  in  the  introductory  observations  just  con¬ 
cluded,  he  has  my  free  permission  to  cast  them  entirely  from  his 
memory:  for  though  to  me,  they  seem  sufficient  of  themselves  to 
satisfy  an  impartial  mind,  there  is  so  much  to  be  said  hereafter,  that 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  granting  that  if  it  should  not  appear  in  the 
following  pages  from  their  own  showing,  that  the  Priests  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  have  been  attempting  an  imposition  upon  the  people,  I  will 
surrender  the  controversy. 

W e  have  one  question  to  settle  at  the  outset  of  our  investigation. 
Do  the  persons  engaged  in  this  pamphlet  wish  to  have  the  cure  of 
Mrs.  Mattingly  received  by  the  people  as  a  miracle  or  not?  If  not:  if 
they  wish  the  people  to  consider  it  only  as*  a  “wonderful  cure’5 
according  to  the  language  of  their  title  page,  or  an  “admirable  cure” 
in  the  words  of  the  Archbishop;  then,  there  remains  no  important 
subject  of  dispute.  I  have  no  objection  to  believe  that  Mrs.  Mat¬ 
tingly’s  cure  has  been  extraordinary,  or  to  let  others  believe  if  they 
please  that  it  was  ‘wonderful  and  admirable.  Very  well  may  it 
have  been  all  this,  and  yet  no  miracle  been  wrought;  nothing  but 
what  has  been  often  paralleled  in  the  annals  of  disease.  Still  I 
should  differ  as  to  several  particulars.  I  should  deny  the  disease  to 
have  been  a  cancer,  and  the  cure  to  have  been  so  sudden  and  so 
perfect,  as  has  been  represented.  I  should  be  able  to  point  out 
many  gross  contradictions  in  the  several  depositions;  and  by  proving 
the  real  nature  of  the  disease,  should  show  the  restoration  to  have 
been  much  less  unusual  and  wonderful  than  has  been  supposed. 
But  yet,  if  people  chose  to  consider  it  a  little  more  extraordinary 
than  it  seemed  to  mvself,  surelv  there  could  be  no  such  harm  as  to 
make  it  a  matter  of  a  moment’s  uneasiness.  Did  I  suppose  for  a 
moment  the  only  object  of  the  Priests  to  be  the  simple  setting  forth 
of  a  merciful  and  unusual  restoration  of  one,  who  had  been  extremely 
ill;  though  I  should  smile  and  wonder  at  the  enormous  uproar  they  had 
made  on  account  of  it,  there  would  exist  no  cause  for  the  smallest  soli¬ 
citude.  But  this  is  not  their  object.  From  what  has  been  said,  and 
from  every  circumstance  and  rumour  since  the  day  of  the  event,  all 
must  believe  their  object  was,  and  is,  that  the  cure  should  be  consider¬ 
ed  as  miraculous.  Being  prevented  by  the  limited  countenance  of 
the  Archbishop,  from  calling  it  a  miracle,  they  have  approached  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  idea  without  the  use  of  the  term.  I:t  was 
not  lawful  for  Mr.  Matthews  to  call  it  a  miracle  in  his  capacity,  as 
compiler  of  the  pamphlet,  because  such  an  expression  would  have 
been  considered  official.  He  escapes  the  mention  of  his  own  opin¬ 
ion  and  at  the  same  time,  urges  the  idea  of  a  miracle  by  giving  the 
opinions  of  others.  Mark  his  cautious  language.  “The  astonishing 
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cure  of  Mrs.  M.  which  those  who  were  eye-witnesses  to  it ,  hesitate 
not  to  declare  miraculous”*  But  Mr.  Kohlman  deposing  to  his 
own  private  opinion,  is  not  so  amenable  to  the  decree  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  ol  Trent,  and  therefore  expresses  himself  in  language,  which 
though  it  be  strong,  yet  should  hard  times  approach,' will  admit  of 
equivocation.  “Her  sudden  recovery  (says  he)  fell  hardly  short  of 
a  resurrection  from  the  dead;  nothing  indeed  but  divine  Omnipo¬ 
tence  being  capable  of  re-organizing  into  a  perfect  state  of  health, 
and  in  an  instant,  such  a  frame  as  her’s  was,  the  wreck  of  sickness 
and  corruption.”  But  they  have  shouldered  the  chief  responsibility 
of  calling  the  cure  miraculous  upon  a  layman ,  as  one  the  least 
amenable  to  the  Council’s  decree,  and  as  a  sort  of  target  for  critics  to 
aim  at,  while  the  Priesthood  escape  under  the  plea  of  having  called 
it  but  a  “ wonderful  cure.”  Thus  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Charles 
H.  Wharton  stands  foremost  in  the  rank  of  assertions.  Twice  he 
ventures  to  call  the  cure  a  “ miraculous  restoration  to  health.”  Ah! 
good  Fathers,  your  policy  here  is  too  shallow  to  cover  you  from 
those  charges  which  to  impartial  men  must  readily  occur  from  its 
easy  exposure.  I  will  take  you  as  you  doubtless  wanted  to  be 
taken,  though  not  by  critics  or  in  print .  You  shall  be  tried  as  the 
publishers  of  a  miracle ,  and  your  pamphlet  shall  be  now  arraigned 
as  intended  to  impress  the  public  with  the  belief  that  God  has  hon¬ 
oured  your  Church  and  sanctioned  your  doctrines  by  a  miraculous 
interposition. 

The  first  paper  worthy  of  notice,  is  the  letter  of  the  Archbishop, 
to  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Matthews  and  Dubuisson.  I  shall  attempt 
to  show  that  this  letter  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  plain  contra¬ 
diction  on  the  part  of  the  Archbishop  of  all  pretensions  to  a  miracle. 

The  decree  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  is  as  follows,!  “that  no  new 
miracle  shall  be  admitted  without  the  recognition  and  approbation 
of  a  Bishop.”  It  was  in  virtue  of  this  decree  that  the  certificates 
were  laid  befoie  the  Archbishop.  Undoubtedly  it  was  a  duty  which 
this  gentleman  owed  to  God,  to  his  Church  and  religion  in  general, 
if  he  really  believed  a  miracle  had  been  wrought,  publicly  to  recog¬ 
nize  and  approve  it  as  such.  It  was  also  his  duty  to  give  the  appli¬ 
cants  authority  to  publish  it  as  a  miracle.  Doubtless'  this  authority 
was  urgently  solicited,  and  in  all  probability,  it  was  hesitation  whe¬ 
ther^  grant  it  or  not,  that  occasioned  such  great  delay  in  the  pub¬ 
lication.  But  after  the  two  months’  examination,  what  is  the  appro¬ 
bation  at  length  received?  Is  the  cure  pronounced  miraculous?  It  is 
called  only  “instantaneous  and  admirable.”  Is  any  authority  given 
to  publish  the  cure  as  a  miracle?  Nothing  like  it,  but  only  to  pub¬ 
lish  the  certificates  before  us;  the  private  opinions  of  individuals,  all 
laymen  but  four,  and  only  one  of  them,  and  he  a  layman,  venturing  to 
call  it  miraculous.  Now  I  ask,  if  the  Archbishop,  supposing  he  had 
believed  it  a  miracle,  was  not  bound  to  come  out  in  language  infi- 

*  Mr.  Mathews  is  mistaken:  the  depositions  of  the  eye-witnesses  contain 
no  declaration  of  the  kind. 

t  “  Nulla  admittenda  esse  nova  miracula  nisi  recognoscente  et  approbante 
Episcopo.” 
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nilely  more  positive?  Would  he  not  have  been  glad  to  have  found  an 
opportunity  of  urging  the  cause  of  his  Church,  by  publicly  declaring 
that  God  had  honoured  it  with  a  miraculous  attestation?  But  suppos¬ 
ing  he  had  no  faith  in  the  miraculous  character  of  the  cure,  could  he 
possibly  have  said  less  in  its  favour?  Suppose  I  were  to  select  one  out 
of  the  thousand  cases  of  sudden  and  admirable  recoveries  which  the 
annals  of  medicine  could  furnish,  and  which  the  relatives  and  friends 
of  the  persons  restored  had  prayed  for,  but  no  one  ever  dreamed 
of  calling  miraculous:  and  suppose  I  should  collect  a  host  of  depo¬ 
sitions  setting  forth  the  nature  and  extremity  of  the  disease,  kc.  &cc. 
after  the  manner  before  us,  and  lay  all  these  before  the  Aichbishop, 
could  he  possibly  say  less  in  its  approbation  than  the  language  at  pre¬ 
sent  used,  that  “as  the  reading  of  these  certificates  may  prove  to 
the  faithful  a  motive  and  occasion  of  praising  the  infinite  goodness 
and  power  of  God,  and  of  serving  him  with  increased  fervour  and 
fidelity,  you  have  my  full  approbation  to  render  them  public  by 
means  of  the  press  ”  Such  is  not  the  way  in  which  Bishops  of  the 
Romish  Church,  have  usually  given  their  sanction  to  what  they  con¬ 
sidered  miracles.  How  did  Dr.  Milner,  Vicar  Apostolical  m  Eng¬ 
land,  come  out  in  approbation  of  the  alleged  miracle  in,  the  case 
of  Winifred  White.  Did  he  only  publish  it  as  an  admirable  and  in¬ 
stantaneous  cure?  Did  he  only  give  authority  for  the  publication  ol 
certificates?  Far  otherwise.  He  was  willing  to  bear  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  approving  it  publicly  as  a  miracle,  and  therefore  printed  in 
bis  own  name  a  statement  of  the  cure,  heading  the  pamphlet  with 
not  “a  collection  of  certificates,  Sec.  relative  to  the  wonderful  cure , 
as  in  the  present  instance,  but  “authentic  documents  relative  to  the 
miraculous  cure  of  Winifred  White,”  &c.  This  great  difference  in 
the  language  of  the  Archbishop;  this  great  caution,  this  evident  soli¬ 
citude  'to  be  committed  for  nothing,  most  plainly  show  that  he  was 
afraid  to  be  responsible  for  the  miraculous  nature  of  Mrs.  Mattingly  s 
cure;  in  other  words,  that  he  could  not  in  his  conscience  say  it  was 
a  miracle.  If  this  be  not  an  official  contradiction  of  all  the  high 
pretensions  against  which  I  am  contending,  I  know  not  what  can 
be  It  is  a  matter  of  wonder  that  even  after  Mr.  Matthews  had 
promised  a  statement— this  letter  of  the  Archbishop,  so  directly  m 
opposition  to  his  cause,  did  not  prevent  him  from  its  publication. 

Having  now  despatched  the  Archbishop’s  epistle  we  proceed  to 
the  depositions  and  certificates.  I  shall  first  remark  upon  certain 
particulars  in  these  papers,  which,  to  say  the  least  of  them,  are  ex¬ 
tremely  suspicious.  ^  .  c 

I  charge  the  depositions  of  those,  who  were  present  at  the  time  ot 

the  miracle ,  with  a  very  suspicious  want  of  candour  in  their  state¬ 
ments.  Why  do  Mrs.  Mattingly,  Father  Dubuisson  and  the  five  ladies 
who  were  present,  entirely  abstain  from  all  mention  of  a  fact  so  im¬ 
portant  to  the  truth,  as  that  of  a  very  considerable  discharge  of  blood, 
ke.  from  the  mouth,  immediately  before  the  restoration?  1  hat  such 
a  discharge  did  take  place,  those  in  the  way  of  conversing  with  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics,  in  the  days  of  excitement  and  wonder,  perfectly  re¬ 
member  to  have  heard  asserted  over  and  over  again.  Intimate 
Mends  of  Mrs.  Mattingly  and  of  the  Priests  declared  it.  Those  who 
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went  to  behold  the  wonder,  heard  of  it  in  the  house  and  from  the  ad¬ 
vocates  of  the  miracle.  Why  did  not  the  deponents  include  this  oc¬ 
currence?  If  true,  had  it  not  such  a  bearing  upon  the  question  at 
issue,  that  candour  required  its  publication?  If  untrue,  why  have 
they  not  denied  it?  Undoubtedly  they  would  have  been  glad  to  deny 
it,  had  common  honesty  permitted,  for  well  they  were  aware,  that  it 
stood  as  a  formidable  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their  cause,  and  as  such 
was  constantly  employed  by  their  opponents.  But  perhaps  some 
will  say,  they  have  denied  it.  I  say,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  unin¬ 
tentionally  granted  it.  Does  Mrs.  Mattingly  declare  there  was  no 
such  occurrence?  She  says  nothing  of  the  kind;  but  only  asserts,  in 
opposition  to  the  idea  of  an  abcess  having  broken,  that  she  “perceiv¬ 
ed  no  breaking  or  discharge  of  any”  abcess.  Whether  an  abcess 
broke  or  not,  we  shall  decide  hereafter,  on  better  judgment  than  that 
of  the  patient;  but  that  a  discharge  took  place  immediately  before 
the  miracle ,  this  lady  could  not  deny.  But  do  not  the  five  ladies 
who  were  present,  deny  this  occurrence?  On  the  contrary,  they  vir¬ 
tually  acknowledge  it.  Remark  their  language.  They  declare  that 
they  “saw  no  symptom  of  any  abcess :  perceived  no  extraordinary 
discharge  whatever;  on  the  contrary,  she  was  so  weak  and  low,  that 
she  appeared  to  spit  with  great  pain  and  difficulty,  and  very  little  at 
a  time.”  This  may  all  have  been  true,  and  yet  a  very  considerable 
discharge  may  have  occurred.  If  not,  why  not  say  so;  why  only 
assert  that  no  extraordinary  one  took  place,  and  that  she  spit  very 
little  at  a  time?  That  an  ordinary  discharge  occurred,  is  not  then 
denied.  But  we  are  told  that  “a  co/iious  fluking  of  blood”  was  ordi¬ 
nary.  Something  of  this  sort  therefore,  is  not  denied  to  have  taken 
place  at  the  time  of  the  cure.  Now  I  ask  whether  it  was  not  de¬ 
manded  by  common  justice,  that  this  fact  should  have  been  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  statement?  And  yet,  had  it  not  been  for  public  remarks 
which  they  thought  it  important  to  meet,  this  important  particular 
would  never  have  been  even  alluded  to;  for  in  all  the  original  depo¬ 
sitions  of  the  persons  above  named,  it  is  not  once  even  hinted,  and 
it  is  only  in  two  supplementary  papers  suggested  by  the  conversa¬ 
tions  of  the  people,  that  it  finds  a  notice.  The  fact  is  that  when  the 
wonder  was  first  promulgated,  and  every  exertion  was  made  to  re¬ 
present  the  disease  of  Mrs.  Mattingly  in  as  horrible  and  hopeless  a 
light  as  possible,  it  was  constantly  declared  that  such  was  her  low 
estate  that  even  at  the  very  moment  of  recovery,  she  threw  up  an 
immense  quantity  of  blood;  but  afterwards,  when  this  fact  came  to  be 
used  as  an  evidence  against  the  miraculous  character  of  the  cure,  it 
was  suppressed.  A  true  miracle  challenges  scrutiny ;  desires  no 
concealment.  Truth  is  always  candid. 

I  am  now  proceeding  to  point  out  some  few  contradictions  in  the 
pamphlet  before  us,  which  though  they  escaped  the  observation  of 
the  Priests,  must  have  appeared  very  suspiciously  to  many  of  their 
readers.  First  with  regard  to  the  suddenness  of  the  cure.  Observe 
the  patient’s  statement:  “But  directly  after  having  done  so  (receiv¬ 
ed  the  sacrament),  she  found  she  was  relieved  from  all  that  pain  and 
sickness  which  at  the  moment  of  her  receiving,  was  so  intense  as  to 
threaten  her  immediate  dissolution :  and  she  immediately  found  her- 
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self  able  to  rise  from  bed  and  kneel  in  thanksgiving.”  Directly ,  int* 
mediately  after  swallowing  the  sacrament,  she  felt  this  deliverance 
and  strength  and  proved  it  by  rising  out  of  bed.  But  the  language 
is  yet  more  strong  in  her  supplementary  deposition,  “ suddenly  (she 
says),  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye ,  all  pain  left' me,  my  body  was  en¬ 
tirely  healed,  and  I  found  myself  in  perfect  health .”  Tims  speaks 
also  Capt.  Carbery,  her  brother;  alluding  to  her  deranged  system, 
he  says  it  was  “in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  restored  to  the  most  re¬ 
gular  and  healthful  action.”  The  Captain  should  rather  have  said 
he  heard  <?o,  for  he  will  remember  to  have  told  a  gentleman  of 
Georgetown,  in  his  own  house,  a  few  days  after  (strange  as  it  may 
seem  from  a  brother  in  expectation  of  a  miracle  in  behalf  of  his  sister,) 
that  he  was  asleep,  in  a  neighbouring  room  at  the  time  of  the  event. 
But  this  by  the  way.  A  person  reading  the  above  language  and 
having  nothing  else  to  guide  him,  would  certainly  infer  that  at  the  very 
moment  of  swallowing  the  sacrament,  she  rose  out  of  bed  as  well,  as 
strong,  as  healthful  as  if  she  had  never  been  ill.  What  else  is  meant 
by  “perfect  health,”  and  “in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye?”  But  what 
say  the  other  deponents?  The  two  sisters  of  Mrs.  Mattingly  depose 
that  “in  a  few  minutes ”  after  the  sacraments,  “they  beheld  her  ris¬ 
ing  in  the  bed,  putting  on  her  stockings,  leaving  her  bed  and  falling 
on  her  knees.”  The  words  of  Mrs.  Carbery  and  Miss  Fitzgerald 
are  the  same.  That  which  was  done  in  “the  twinkling  of  an  eye,” 
like  a  flash  of  lightning,  we  now  perceive  to  have  occupied  a  few 
minutes;  how  many  we  are  not  informed.  Whose  eye  are  the  depo¬ 
nents  accustomed  to  use  for  their  time  piece?  It  takes  a  prodigious 
while  to  twinkle ! 

But  we  have  not  done  with  this.  The  deposition  of  Father 
Dubuisson,  which,  as  will  appear  in  our  progress,  contains  so  many 
unfortunate  disclosures,  as  to  entitle  its  reverend  author  most 
justly  to  the  name  of  Marplot ,  presents  some  further  explana¬ 
tions  of  the  meaning  affixed  among  our  miracle-folks,  to  the  words 
suddenly ,  immediately ,  and  of  the  time  it  usually  takes  for  their 
eyes  to  twinkle.  I  cannot  withhold  from  the  reader,  the  amusing 
language  of  this  deposition.  It  is  selected  from  the  part  in  which 
the  Father  has  just  mentioned  his  arrival  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  M. 
with  the  consecrated  host. 

“This  was  the  hour  of  expectation.* 

“I  dispose  every  thing  according  to  the  rites  of  our  church.  A  small 
towel  was  to  be  put  under  her  chin:  she  would  help  to  fix  it,  but  finds 
herself  unable  to  lift  up  her  arm.  I  address  her  with  very  few  words  of  en¬ 
couragement — telling  her,  that  the  best  possible  exhortation  for  her,  was 
the  very  letter  of  Prince  Hohenlohe’s  directions,  which  I  read  to  her.  I 

*  If  by  this  hour,  the  Rev.  gentleman  means  the  hour  preceding  the 
event — that  between  3  o’clock  and  4 — I  beg  leave  to  contradict  him,  by 
saying,  this  -was  not  the  hour  of  expectation:  and  according  to  the  Father’s 
own  calculation,  it  could  not  have  been.  He  says  just  before,  that  3  o’clock, 
was  the  time  answering  to  9  o’clock  at  Banberg  in  Germany;  the  hour  fixed 
on  by  the  Prince  for  the  cure  of  those  applying  for  his  assistance.  From  2 
to  3  therefore,  I  should  humbly  conceive,  was  the  hour  of  expectation;  and 
from  3  to  4,  must  have  been  in  all  human  view,  the  hour  of  disappointment 
and  chagrin. 
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lefu/mv  nW  thf  ,H°Iy  Communion.  There  were  some  consecrate!  hosts 

the  m  v  '  c  t'  J.  51  T  Wrap  “P  the  whole-give  the  usual  blessing  to 
tue  family  (.theie  were  five  persons  in  the  room,  relatives  or  fripnrk'i 

kneel  down  before  the  Blessed  Eucharist,  previous  to  taking  H  with^me  on 

ret. „ng:  when,  behold!  Mrs.  Mattingly  fetches  a  deep  ^h-rkes  sTowly 

exchhns 1  whh  !tr aT^retches,heT  ar7  forward-joins  her  hands-and 
.xciaims,  with  a  firm,  tho  somewhat  weak,  voice:  “Lord  Jesus'  what  have 

n  r  InTLT  Srtu  faVK°r-”  ,!he  em0ti011’ the  aftWgh," 'the  plrson! 
rise  withTlhrih  t  ray  h  y  S  f  and,tears’  and  ha|f  oppressed  shrieks  -X 
mv  hm  «h'  *E,  my  whole  frame-step  to  the  bed  side-she  grasp. 

"tch  a  bieTsin^“  U  m  fi  f  Cn7  “What  can  1  d0> to  acknowledge 

such  a  blessing.  My  first,  my  spontaneous  expressions  are:  “(.lory  be  to 

fek  ~NWoet  Zyrf!  ■  °"  ^  Lfay  f°[  "S!”  '  ,hen  bid  h-  what  she 

“Not  the  lilst  O  tpaln  ‘None  there,”  said  I,  pointmg  to  her  breast? 

reheved  vJy„”ef  weakness  ”  I  ask  her  how  she  has  come  to  be 
lelieved.  She  had  felt  as  if  she  were  dying  from  excess  of  pain— had  offered 

seVfree°rl  fflayTi  °f  ^  heart,t0  Jesus  CAmf— and  instantly  had  found  her- 
selt  tieed  from  all  suffering's  whatever. 

t0Fi  UP’”  she  exck5ms>  “and  give  thanks  to  God  on  my  knees” 
j  rep  ied,  can  you?”  “I  can,  if  you  will  give  me  leave.”  Her  sis- 

dresser  but  n  °ked  h  r  h®r  st0,ckin^s  (she  u^d  to  lie  in  bed,  nearly 
“  P  r  “b  obServlng'  hat  our  vel7  first  occupation  should  be 

to  Dive  .hanks,  we  kneel  down,  she  remains  sitting  in  her  bed— and  all  recite 

S',  ? tbe  L°rd’f  »itb  HailMarlz.nl  Glory  6e  U  Ihl Failer, 

TnrJ  T  ^ °n ’  ?jnd  16  H')ly  Ghost>  as  a,so’  the  short  ejaculatory  prayer, 

voire  1  C\l\ may\  Tme  be  2lorified!  she  J°ins  with  continued  firmness  of 
voice.  (1  then  looked  at  my  watch.  It  was  22  minutes  after  4.  I  accordingly 

pppt?at<f?  t  lft  the  c,Jr.e  had  been  eflrected  at  about  15  minutes  after  4  )  DL 
reed}  after,  her  stockings  are  brought— she  is  surrounded  by  her  friends— 

dressed’i^thpTh  kS’  l"lassiifed>  and  with  steady  deportment,  to  the  table, 
dressed  in  the  shape  of  an  altar,  on  which  the  Blessed  Eucharist  lay-there 

en  s  her  knees,  and  remains  for  a  while  lost  in  an  act  of  adoration.” 


From  this  account,  we  perceive  that  between  the  reception  of  the 
sacrament  and  the  first  symptom  of  restoration,  the  Priest  had  time 
enough  to  “shut  and  wrap  up”  his  hosts,  give  his  blessing  to  the 
family,  and  kneel  clown  before  the  eucharist.  He  seems  even  to 
have  now  lost  his  hope  of  a  miracle,  for  he  was  about  retiring .— 
hen  “Mrs.  M.  fetches  a  deep  sigh”;  instead  of  rising  up  in  an 
instant  in  perfect  health ,  she  now  “rises  slowly  to  the  sitting  pos¬ 
ture.  Instead  of  finding  herself  immediately  able  to  arise  from  bed 
without  assistance,  and  kneel  in  thanksgiving,  (as  was  asserted  in  her 
own  deposition),  she  continues  still  in  bed,  according  to  the  Priest  ~ 
Mr.  JJubuisson  now  gets  up  from  his  knees— where,  methinks  he 
must  have  had  a  very  collected  and  prayerful  mind  indeed,  to  have 
heard  every  word  and  seen  every  motion  of  Mrs.  M.  so  accurately 
as  to  be  able  to  swear  to  the  whole);  he  goes  to  the  bed  side;  a  con¬ 
siderable  dialogue  occurs  between  the  lady  and  himself.  After  all 
t  ns,  she  at  length  only  desires  to  get  up.  Her  sisters  look  for  her 
stockings;  but  the  Priest  calling  them  to  their  knees,  they  all  recite 
three  times  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  with  the  Hail  Mary  and  the  Gloria 
1  atn,  as  also  a  short  ejaculatory  prayer;  all  which,  unless  they  used 
a  poetic  license  to  abbreviate,  and  introduced  some  et  ceteras  now 
anc  t  Ten,  must  have  occupied  the  time  of  more  than  one  twinkling 
of  any  eye.  But  still  the  lady  is  in  bed.  The  Priest  now  looks  at 
his  watch;  calculates  the  time  when  the  cure  began;  the  stockings 
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ave  brought,  and  here  at  last  Mrs.  M.  gets  up  and  kneels  at  the 
alta.r*  ,  reader*  iust  be  so  good  as  to  compare  Priest 

i  *»-  &*%* 

sacrament  l  fhe  above'  hour,  four  minutes  after  four  o’clock, 

*  ™  ^  nc  fieatv*  at  which  she  then  was,  restored  to  a  most 

r°HTprt  State  of  health  ”  “At  the  moment  of  swallowing  the  blessed 
perfect  state  ot  health  £  clothes,  dresses  her- 

sacrament— she  rises  up  in  bed— as ks  ioi  nei  ^  » 

^Plf  spts  tin  throws  herself  on  her  knees,  See.  I  hus  we  nna  mat 
in  the  speech  of  our  Roman  Catholic  neighbours,  to  do  any  thing 
directly!  suddenly,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  efe>  ls  t0J 
it  so  slowly  that  a  Priest  may  perform  several  ceremomes,  told  two 
or  three  dialogues,  repeat  four  forms  of  devotion  three  times ^ea  W 
take  out  his  watch,  and  make  a  calculation  of  time.  All  this,  t  ather 

Dubuisson,  looks  extremely  suspicious.  .  before 

I  now  proceed  to  a  second  contradiction.  I  he  pamphlet  oeto 

us  contradicts  itself  and  the  truth,  relative  to  her  “body 

cure  Mrs.  Mattinglv  says,  that  m  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  her  body 
was  entirely  healed”  and  she  found  herself  “in  perfect  health,  a 
blessing  which  she  has  “continued  to  enjoy  without  interruption  to 
d“ent  moment.”  Her  brother  Thomas,  testified  on  the  34th 
of  March,  that,  to  all  appearance,  there  was  not  the  slightest  vest  ge 
of  disease  left.”  Lewis  Carbery  deposes,  that,  on  the  day  aftei  the 
event,  he  was  met  by  Mrs.  Mattingly,  “with  all  tiie  marks  and  ap- 
pearance  of  being  in  perfect  health;  and,  except  her  want  of  flesh, 
without  any  appearance  or  indication  of  having  been  gently  *«• 
What  idea  of  the  condition  ot  the  patient  would  you  naturally  g 
from  such  language!  Why  certainly  that  she  rose  up .as  wel  1,  as 
strong,  as  hearty,  as  if  she  had  never  been  sick;  that  no  pale  or 
emaciated  face  continued;  no  skeleton  form;  that  it  was  a  case  simi¬ 
lar  to  that  of  the  leprous  Naaman,  whose  flesh  came  to  him  as 
the  flesh  of  a  child,  P0r  to  that  of  the  man  whose  withered  hand  was 
restored  whole  as  the  other.  No  one  would  suppose,  but  that  with 

the  exception  of  being  somewhat  thin,  she  looted  ^  healtl^,  and 

was  as  capable  of  action  as  she  had  ever  been  in  her  life.  This  “lea 
is  perfectly  confirmed  by  the  statement  of  Mr.  Kohlman.  He  says, 
she  was  “restored  to  a  most  perfect  state  of  health;  that  the  - 
day,  she  was  smiling,  laughing ,  conversing  the  whole  day,  and  from 
the  ghastly,  emaciated,  livid  countenance  of  a  dying  person,  was 
restored  to  an  angelical  countenance.”  Again,  he  says,  she  was 
restored  to  as  perfect  a  state  of  health  as  I  who  am  writing  or  any 
one  who  may  read  this  letter.”  Would  any  reader  anticipate  after  all 
this,  the  appearance  of  an  emaciated  form,  pale  visage  and  weaken¬ 
ed  frame!  Let  us  observe  the  statements  of  less  poetic  minds,  ui . 
Scott  deposes  that  he  visited  Mrs.  M.  on  the  day  of  her  cure,  and 
found  that  “the  ravages  of  her  sufferings  were  strongly  marked  by 
very  considerable  emaciation  and  a  p.ale  countenance.  ames  ai 
bery  deposes  that,  on  the  day  of  the  cure,  he  saw  the  patient,  and 
that  “ emaciation  and  weakness  alone  remained;  still  she  was  stiong 
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enough  to  walk  about  the  room.”  Mrs.  Sybille  Carbery  deposes, 
that  when  the  patient  arose  from  bed,  she  appeared  “to  be  in  perfect 
health,  with  the  exception  of  her  being  greatly  reduced  in  flesh;  and 
though  her  face  was  emaciated ,  her  countenance  was  serene  and 
cheerful.”  Now,  the  plain  state  of  the  case,  so  far  as  the  lady’s 
appearance  and  strength  are  concerned,  is,  that  to  all  of  the  writer’s 
acquaintance,  who  saw  her  and  to  two  physicians,  who  went  to  her 
house  soon  after  the  cure,  she  had  all  the  aspect  of  one  very  weak 
but  very  much  excited;  extremely  pale,  reduced  and  emaciated.  It 
is  well  known  that  a  long  time  elapsed  before  she  left  her  house. — 
Persons  who  have  seen  her  since,  assert  that  she  is  still  a  spectacle 
of  great  emaciation.  There  is  therefore  a  very  wide  and  important 
difference  between  her  real  appearance  and  condition,  and  that  re¬ 
presented  by  some  of  the  statements.  All  this,  Father  Matthews, 
looks  extremely  suspicious. 

But  we  have  not  done  with  suspicious  circumstances.  A  number' 
remain  to  be  mentioned,  which  for  fear  of  tiring  the  reader’s  patience, 
shall  be  shown  as  briefly  as  possible.  Let  the  reader  observe  how 
confidently  the  Priests,  with  others  who  were  in  the  secret ,  seem  to 
have  anticipated  a  miracle  on  the  10th  of  March.  A  formal  applica¬ 
tion  was  made  to  Prince  Hohenlohe  for  the  benefit  of  his  miraculous 
prayers.  The  day  and  hour  were  fixed  when  the  cure  was  to  be 
expected.  According  to  Priest  Dubuisson,  nearly  two  hundred  per¬ 
sons,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  united  in  prayer  for  the  event 
Several  ladies  and  some  Priests,  for  the  same  purpose  performed  a 
nine  day’s  devotion  or  novena  in  concert  with  the  patient.  Mass 
was  celebrated  at  2  o’clock  of  the  eventful  morning  in  St.  Patrick’s,  • 
Washington,  foy  Mr.  Dubuisson,  and  in  Georgetown  College  by  Mr. 
Kohlman,  at  half  past  three.  The  families  of  those  to  be  prayed  for, 
were  requested  to  be  up  and  at  prayers  at  2  o’clock.* — So  confident 
was  Father  Kohlman  of  success,  that  besides  having  once  been  “full 
of  hope  that  this  was  a  case  reserved  by  the  Almighty,  for  the  mani¬ 
festation  of  his  extraordinary  favours  to  his  Church,”  he  was  able  to 
assure  Mrs.  Mattingly  on  the  preceding  evening,  that  all  her  symp¬ 
toms  of  approaching  death  were  but  for  the  better.  “All  this  is  for 
the  better,”  said  he.  On  the  morning  of  the  cure,  he  “prayed  with 
more  than  usual  confidence.”  Now,  after  the  view  of  all  this  as¬ 
serted  assurance:  this  full  expectation  of  a  miracle;  why,  it  is  asked, 
was  such  perfect  secrecy  observed?  why  was  it  revealed  to  so  few 
individuals,  that  a  miraculous  cure  was  expected?  why  were  so  few 
Papists  apprised  of  it?  why  was  it  never  whispered  to  a  single  Pro~ 
lestant?  W as  it  not  important  to  the  cause  of  truth,  that  every  de¬ 
cent  opportunity  should  have  been  afforded  those  upon  whose  minds 
the  miracle  was  to  be  impressed,  of  knowing  and  perceiving,  not  only 
the  effect  but  the  original  condition  of  the  patient,  and  the  means  of 
its  change?  Was  it  of  no  importance,  that  besides  the  testimony  of 
Romish  eye-witnesses,  some  Protestants  also  should  have  been  called 

*  The  reader  must  remark  that  other  sick  persons  besides  Mrs.  Mattingly, 
had  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  Prince’s  Prayers,  though  we  have  not  been 
favoured  with  their  names  or  success.  We  shall  attend  to  this  fact  hereafter. 


in  to  give  the  confirmation  of  an  opponent’s  evidence?  Was  not  this 
the  case  with  the  miracles  of  our  Saviour  and  his  Apostles?  Was 
anv  secrecy  observed;  was  there  any  selection  of  company;  were  ene¬ 
mies  carefully  excluded  when  their  miraculous  gifts  were  to  be  ex¬ 
erted?  If  the  Priests  really  believed  as  they  profess  to  have  done, 
and  as  they  were  bound  to  believe,  that  a  miracle  was  to  have  been 
worked,  would  they  have  shrunk  from  all  the  scrutiny  of  the  most 
hostile:  would  they  not  have  courted  and  challenged  examination, 
not  only  after  the  whole  business  had  been  consummated,  but  when  it 
commenced  and  during  the  whole  of  its  progress?  Could  a  miracle 
have  possibly  suffered  by  such  a  course?  On  the  contrary,  would 
not  its  evidence  have  necessarily  strengthened  with  every  investiga¬ 
tion?  And  may  not  every  one  be  sure  that  the  Reverend  gentlemen 
concerned,  had  they  indeed  been  so  confident  as  they  profess,  instead 
of  mentioning  only  to  a  few  select  coadjutors  that  Mrs.  Mattingly 
was  expected  to  be  the  subject  of  a  miracle  on  a  certain  day,  and 
keeping  the  whole  business  a  profound  secret  from  every  one  else, 
would  most  gladly  and  openly  have  spread  their  belief  as  widely  as 
possible,  anc!  been  careful  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  to  have 
collected  not  only  some  four  or  five  Roman  Catholic  ladies  besides 
the  Priest  for  eye-witnesses,  but  some  intelligent  Protestants  also  : 
a  Clergyman  or  two;  some  persons  not  easily  duped  in  such  mat¬ 
ters  and  not  likely  to  be  partial  on  the  side  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
cause?  Such  was  the  plan  of  the  primitive  miracles.  Such  our  Ro¬ 
mish  neighbours  owed  it  to  their  Church  to  practise.  And  such 
undoubtedly  they  would  have  employed,  had  they  possessed  the  con¬ 
fidence  asserted.  But  mark  the  fact :  Not  only  was  the  most  com¬ 
plete  secrecy  observed  towards  the  public  in  general;  not  only  were 
the  eye-witnesses  confined  to  a  few  Romish  ladies  besides  the  offi¬ 
ciating  Priest;  but  we  remark  a  most  suspicious  absence  of  certain 
persons,  who,  on  the  supposition  of  their  anticipating  a  miracle,  most 
certainly  ought  to  have  been  there.  Where  was  Father  Kohlrnan? 
he  who  was  the  first  to  urge  an  application  to  the  Prince;  he  who 
has  been  so  long  “intimate  in  the  family”  of  the  lady;  who  once  ad¬ 
ministered  to  her  the  viaticum  and  extreme  unction;  who  visited  her 
the  preceding  evening  and  spoke  with  such  assurance  of  her  ex¬ 
pected  cure;  who,  on  the  portentous  morning  being  at  mass,  prayed 
even  with  “more  than  usual  confidence;”  where  was  he  at  the  time 
of  the  restoration?  Not  at  mass,  for  that  was  said  at  half  past  three 
o’clock.  Why  did  he  not  hasten  thence  at  once  to  behold  the  ex¬ 
pected  wonder,  and  be  ready  to  prostrate  himself  in  adoration? — 
Where  was  Mr.  Matthews,  the  Pastor  of  Mrs.  Mattingly?  He  who 
for  the  last  year  had  visited  her  weekly;  who  on  the  evening  of  the  ninth 
received  her  confession  and  that  of  all  others  in  Washington,  should 
have  been  present  at  the  moment  when  a  beloved  and  long  afflicted 
parishioner  was  miraculously  to  be  restored.  Where  was  the  attend¬ 
ing  Physician?  Where  the  Physicians  who  from  time  to  time,  during 
the  course  of  the  sickness,  had  visited  Mrs.  Mattingly?  Is  it  possi¬ 
ble  that  the  Priests  could  not  have  been  aware  of  the  great  impor¬ 
tance  of  having  physicians  as  eye-witnesses  of  the  expected  event? 
Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  had  they  really  believed  a  miracle  was  to  be 


21 

wrought;  had  they  thought  the  affair  could  have  borne  the  scrutiny 
of  intelligent  men,  they  would  not  have  eagerly  solicited  the  Presence 
of  the  family  physician  at  least?  Where  were  the  brothers  of 
the  patient?  Where  was  her  brother  James  Carbery,  who  visited 
her  on  the  Monday  preceding  the  eventful  Wednesday?  Where 
was  her  brother  Lewis,  who  on  the  same  Monday  beheld  her  so  ill  as 
to  apprehend  an  instant  death?  Where  was  the  Rev.  Joseph  Car¬ 
bery,  another  brother,  c  priest,  and  therefore  especially  concerned 
in  the  whole  affair.  Did  they  really  expect  the  miraculous  restora¬ 
tion  of  their  sister,  and  yet  were  not  sufficiently  interested  in  the 
event  to  insist  upon  beholding  its  production?  But  perhaps  like 
others,  not  having  been  initiated  into  the  secrets  of  the  business,  they 
had  no  idea  of  the  anticipated  result.  It  was  a  shame,  Mr.  Matthews, 
that  you  did  not  suffer  them  the  pleasure  of  being  eye-witnesses  of 
the  miracle.  It  was  a  still  greater  shame,  that  these  brothers  (and 
one  of  them  a  Priest)  were  not  invited  to  join  in  the  prayers  and 
masses  for  their  sister’s  recovery.  But  a  little  more  in  the  same 
strain:  Where  was  Capt.  Thos.  Carbery,  the  brother  in  whose 
house  the  patient  lived?  He  was  at  home:  it  was  perfectly  conve¬ 
nient  for  him  to  be  present,  and  had  he  been  in  expectation  of  a  mi¬ 
racle,  as  they  would  persuade  us  he  was,  how  could  he  possibly  have 
consented  to  be  absent?  Where  was  this  brother?  Asleep  in  an 
adjoining  room ,  as  he  himself  some  days  after  informed  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  Georgetown,  who  had  gone  to  visit  Mrs.  M.  Asleep  in  an 
adjoining  room ,  even  though  Father  Dubuisson  had  requested  the 
family  to  be  up  and  at  prayers  but  two  hours  before!  The  laws  of 
nature  to  be  arrested;  the  omnipotence  of  God  to  be  interposed;  an 
.  astonishing  miracle,  equal  (as  Father  Kohlman  says)  to  the  resur- 
lection  of  Lazarus;  a  sister  at  the  point  of  death,  to  be  instantaneously 
restored;  and  her  brother,  instead  of  waiting  on  his  knees  at  the  bed¬ 
side,  for  the  manifestation  of  the  Divine  powrer,  asleep  in  an  adjoining 
loom  .  .  What !  have  these  Roman  Catholics  attained  to  such  a 
power  of  self-denial,  as  thus  to  be  able  to  withstand  not  only  all  the 
attractions  of  curiosity  and  all  the  solicitations  of  natural  affection, 
but  all  the  feelings  and  calls  of  devotion?  What !  have  the  crowds 
of  miraculous  affairs  in  the  Romish  Church  in  every  country  and  age, 
so  entirely  destroyed  the  novelty  of  such  doings,  that  the  Priest  who 
so  often  visited  the  lady,  and  the  Pastor  so  much  interested  in  her 
recovery;  and  the  brothers  in  her  near  neighbourhood,  and  especi¬ 
ally  the  brother  in  her  own  house,  could  forego  the  temptation  to 

behold  her  restoration?  All  this,  Reverend  Fathers,  looks  extremely 
suspicious.  1 

But  I  have  not  yet  done  with  suspicious  circumstances.  I  am 
now  proceeding  to  show  that  Father  Dubuisson  and  Father  Kohl¬ 
man,  have  either  been  guilty  of  a  most  criminal  and  inhuman  indif¬ 
ference  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Mattingly,  or  of  a  most  heretical  scepti¬ 
cism  as  to  the  efficacy  of  Hohenlohe’s  prayers.  After  the  proof, 
they  may  choose -whichsoever  they  please.  It  aopears  from  the  de¬ 
position  of  the  former,  that  in  March  1823,  Capt.  Thomas  Carbery 
drew  up  a  statement  of  the  lady’s  case,  to  he  sent  by  Mr.  Kohlman 
to  Bishop  Hohenlohe.  Mrs.  M.  was  then  extremely  ill,  as  the  de- 


...  ,  Tf  anv  thing  was  to  be  done  for  her,  it  seemed  essen- 

bfeadoyne  qfickly.  But  it  seems  that  notwithstand- 
jn o-  all  the  urgency  of  the  case,  the  statement  was  not  sent,  the  ap¬ 
plication  was  not  made,  the  patient  was  growing  worse,  because  for- 
sooth  Mr  Kohlman  was  obliged  to  leave  the  city  to  leside  in  Pim 
George’s  county!  As  if  he  could  not  write  but  m  Washington.  As 
if  some  immense  folio,  requiring  months  and  years,  a  large  library 
for  reference  and  Priests  to  confer  with,  were  to  be  constructed,  in¬ 
stead  of  a  simple  letter  enclosing  the  statement  already  PrcPa‘®  » 
and  soliciting  the  Prince’s  intercessions!  Had  you  no  fear,  Fat 
Kohlman,  that  the  ladv  would  die  while  you  were  delaying, 
vou  have’found  no  twenty  minutes  of  leisure  for  the  sake  of  a ,  cause 
so  much  the  cause  of  humanity  and  religion.  But  the  delay 
the  other  Father,  is  still  more  extraordinary.  1  hat  gentleman, 
seems,  was  requested  by  Mr.  K„  when  he  removed  from  W  ashmg- 
ton.  to  undertake  the  immense  duty  of  writing  a  letter  to  the  1  trace. 
“He  knew  (says  Mr.  Dubuisson)  that  I  intended  to  make  application 
to  the  Prince  for  some  other  persons,  and  requested  me  to  include 
Mrs  M.  in  my  list  of  petitioners.  I  promised  to  do  so;  but  my  pro¬ 
fessional  duties,  numerous  and  incessant,  left  me  no  leisure  lime,  a 
the  very  delicate  nature  of  the  step  caused  in  me  an  involuntary  ten¬ 
dency  to  procrastination;  so  that  it  was  not  until  November  last,  that 
I  spent  an  evening  at  Captain  Carbery’s  house,  for  the  express  pur¬ 
pose  of  writing  there  a  letter  to  the  Priest,  Prince  Hohenlohe. 
then  penned  a  draught  of  a  letter,  which  draught  I  now  have  among 
my  papers;  but  I  still  delayed,  and  finally  my  letter  went  only  under 
date  of  the  2d  of  January  last,  enclosed  in  some  other  despatches,  m 
the  care  ol  Mr.  Petry,  formerly  the  Consul  General  of  J  ranee  at  , 
Washington.”  AH  this  is  marvellous  indeed !  Here  was  a  pool 
woman  Enduring  by  all  accounts  the  most  excruciating  agony,  and 
in  constant  peril  of  her  life;  in  Germany  was  a  man,  who,  it  was 

believed,  needed  but  an  application  to  restore  her;  already  a  state¬ 
ment  had  been  prepared  for  his  eye;  nothing  remained  to  be  done, 
but  to  enclose  the  statement  with  a  few  lines,  which,  if  evei  ""t  e 
at  all,  (as  I  verv  much  question)  probably  consumed  but  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  in  their  composition:  and  yet  the  Priest  entrusted  with  this  lit¬ 
tle  piece  of  business,  had  no  leisure  time  .from  his  professional  du¬ 
ties,  to  execute  it !  From  March  15th,  1823,  when  the  statement 
was  made,  until  November  of  the  same  year,  ten  months,  thisPnest 
had  found  no  leisure  sufficient  to  seek  the  cure  of  the  agonized  M  s. 
Mattingly!  A  good  story  to  be  sure,  Father  Dubuisson  .  “The 
delicate  nature  of  the  step,  caused”  in  you  ‘‘an  involuntary  tendency 
to  procrastination.”  This  I  think  very  likely.  And  it  yon .1 ad 
known  the  full  extent  oi  its  delicacy,  and  how  egiegious  y 
have  exposed  you,  methinks  it  would  have  been  procrastinated  to 
this  very  day.  But  it  seems  you  did  not  even  then  perform  the  part 
entrusted  to  you.  Though  the  letter  was  now  written  at  last,  and  no 
Herculean  labour  remained  to  be  accomplished,  you  could  still  \ 
mit  Mrs.  Mattingly  to-  suffer  and  remain  in  imminent  risk  ot  disso  u- 
tion,  by  delaying  your  despatches  till  the  2d  of  January.  1  hus  was 
this  lady  obi  ged  'to  suffer  and  totter  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  from 
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the  15th  of  March,  1823,  to  the  10th  of  March,  1824,  nearly  on$ 
whole  year,  merely  because  Father  Kohlman  removed  from  Wash¬ 
ington  to  Prince  George’s  county,  and  Father  Dubuisson  could  not 
obtain  sufficient  leisure  to  write  a  few  lines  to  Bishop  Hohenlohe. 
Why !  good  gentlemen,  rather  than  delay  the  cure  so  long,  you 
should  have  gone  yourselves  to  Germany  to  solicit  it.  Suppose 
the  lady  had  died  while  you  were  looking  for  leisure  to  write;  would 
it  have  answered  you  in  the  least,  at  the  bar  of  God,  that  you  were 
able  to  plead  the  trifling  excuses  detailed  in  this  pamphlet?  One  of 
two  things  is  certainly  true. — Either  you  have  been  guilty  of  a  cri¬ 
minal  and  inhuman  indifference  towards  Mrs.  Mattingly,  or  else  you 
have  secretly  thought  that  between  the  prayers  of  the  Prince  and  her 
cure  there  was  no  important  connection.  The  latter  alternative,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  adopting:  and  must  be  excused  for  asserting  the 
belief  that  all  this  application  to  Hohenlohe  has  been  on  your  parts, 
nothing  in  the  world  but  a  farce. 

But  again.  It  appears  that  Mrs.  Mattingly  was  not  the  only  per¬ 
son  for  whom  application  was  made.  Father  Dubuisson  says,  that 
Mr.  K.  “knew  that  he  intended  to  make  application  to  the  Prince 
for  some  other  persons.”  Besides  Mrs.  Mattingly,  he  speaks  of  “a 
few  more  persons  similarly  situated”,  whom  he  countenanced  “in 
their  call  upon  Heaven.”  The  families  in  which  these  several  ap¬ 
plicants  resided,  were  requested  “to  be  up  and  at  prayers,  from  two 
o’clock”  in  the  morning  of  the  10th.  There  seems  to  have  been  the 
same  plan  of  operations  in  regard  to  all  these  patients.  But  what 
has  become  of  them?  What  are  their  names?  Why  have  we  not 
heard  of  their  miraculous  cures?  Because  they  are  still  diseased. 
Had  they  been  cured,  we  should  have  heard  of  it  upon  every  breeze. 
The  simple  truth  is,  and  none  can  doubt  it,  that  the  plan  failed  rela¬ 
tive  to  them;  that  the  Prince’s  prayers  could  do  them  no  good;  that 
all  the  concert  of  masses  and  novenas,  was  powerless;  that  it  has 
been  in  this  country  as  in  Ireland — among  a  crowd  prayed  for,  but 
one  is  benefited.  This  cure  of  Mrs.  Mattingly,  therefore,  was  but  a 
chance  shot  of  the  Prince.  Like  a  child  shooting  into  a  flock  at  ran¬ 
dom  and  killing  one  bird,  or  like  a  quack  doctor  who  publishes  to 
the  world  a  host  of  certificates  setting  forth  the  wonderful  nature  of  a 
single  cure,  but  forgetting  to  mention  the  thousand  cases  in  which 
his  medicine  has  failed;  so  have  our  Priests  of  Washington  trumpet¬ 
ed  forth  their  single  instance  of  success,  without  having  the  candour 
to  inform  us  of  the  many  patients  in  their  beds.  Did  the  Apostles 
perform  such  miracles?  Did  they  ever  fail?  Might  not  any  one  in 
Christendom,  had  he  the  effrontery  of  the  Prince,  be  just  as  success¬ 
ful  as  he?  Would  it  not  be  wonderful,  if  among  all  the  people  ex¬ 
pecting  restoration  on  the  10th  day  of  each  month,  there  should  oc¬ 
cur  not  one  single  case  of  recovery?  Verily,  on  this  plan,  it  would 
be  much  more  miraculous  were  the  Prince  always  to  fail,  than  some¬ 
times  to  succeed.  How  easily,  on  such  a  system,  may  the  credu¬ 
lous  be  duped  by  a  man  of  assurance;  and  how  ready  is  the  detection 
of  his  craft  to  one  of  ordinary  intelligence!  To  a  person  of  supersti¬ 
tious  ignorance,  it  seems  indeed  a  marvellous  transaction,  that  ano¬ 
ther  should  have  been  able  to  select  out  of  a  thousand  tickets,  the 


very  one  to  which,  in  the  multiplied  chances  of  a  lottery,  the  great 
prize  came  out;  but  to  the  man  of  sense,  who  ascertains  the  hundred 
failures  after  which  the  fortunate  gambler  had  thus  succeeded,  there 
is  not  the  smallest  wonder  in  his  hit.  So,  precisely,  have  been  the 
successes  of  Prince  Hohenlohe.  In  other  countries,  as  we  know,  and 
here,  as  we  are  assured,  he  has  made  a  lottery  as  it  were  of  the  sick; 
he  has  calculated,  or  others  for  him  have  calculated  the  chances  of 
failure  and  success;  they  knew  it  would  be  strange  if  out  ot  all,  there 
should  come  forth  nothing  which  in  some  way  could  be  ascribed  to 
his  influence;  the  lottery  was  drawn  in  secret;  the  great  multitude  of 
the  chances  failed  of  course;  some  succeeded — a  large  prize  was 
drawn;  this  has  been  published  to  the  world,  like  as  Alien  of  lottery 
memory,  blazons  forth  the  evidences  of  his  luck,  for  the  gaze  and 
snare  of  the  ignorant;  while  in  the  case  of  the  Prince,  as  in  that  of 
“Allen’s  truly  lucky  office”,  the  numberless  blanks  and  sad  disap¬ 
pointments  have  been  scrupulously  omitted. 

These  reflections  with  men  of  intelligence,  should  prevent  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  our  proceeding  any  further;  for  we  have  gained  the  point, 
that  whether  the  Prince  has  performed  a  miracle  on  one  lady  or  not, 
he  has  failed  in  his  attempt  on  several  others— a  fact  which  should 
settle  the  question  of  his  power  as  conclusively  as  the  comparison  of 
a  dozen  failures  with  but  one  cure,  determines  the  virtue  of  Doctor 
Dyott’s  lozenges. 

One  more  article,  and  we  shall  change  the  method  of  attack.  It 
has  been  generally  supposed  that  the  alteration  in  Mrs.  Mattingly’s 
condition,  occurred  almost  precisely  at  the  predicted  moment;  and 
this  supposition  has  given  the  event  its  only  semblance  of  wonder 
in  the  view  of  the  intelligent.  But  this  idea  is  altogether  incorrect. 
It  appears  from  Father  Dubuisson,  that  9  o’clock  in  the  morning 
was  the  time  appointed  by  the  Prince  for  the  cure  of  those  out  of 
Europe.  By  the  calculation  of  the  Priests,  the  corresponding  hour 
in  Washington  to  nine  in  Germany,  was  three  in  the  morning.  But 
the  lady’s  restoration,  by  the  watch  of  the  officiating  Priest,  was  not 
till  fifteen  minutes  after  four.  Of  course,  one  hour  and  fifteen  mi¬ 
nutes  had  elapsed  after  the  time  when  the  cure  was  expected.  There 
was  no  coincidence,  therefore,  between  the  effect  and  the  Prince’s 
appointment;  and  inasmuch  as  all  the  peculiarity  of  the  business  was 
to  depend  upon  its  having  been  fixed  in  Germany  to  a  certain  mo¬ 
ment,  we  may  safely  conclude,  that  between  the  Prince  and  the  cure 
there  was  not  the  smallest  connexion.  In  miracle-working,  every 
thing  depends  on  accuracy.  The  same  omnipotent  Being  who  can 
arrest  the  laws  of  nature  for  the  cure  of  disease,  can  and  will  do  it  at 
any  hour  he  may  choose  to  name;  and  the  man  who  is  honoured  so 
far  as  to  have  the  interposition  of  Omnipotence  for  the  fulfilment  of 
his  appointments,  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  fulfil  them  accu¬ 
rately,  not  only  as  to  the  event,  but  as  to  the  time  appointed  for  the 
event.  Otherwise,  how  broad  would  be  the  door  of  deception  !  If 
we  ascribe  to  the  power  of  the  Prince  an  effect,  which  occurred  an 
hour  and  a  quarter  after  the  tune  at  which  alone  he  had  given  rea¬ 
son  to  expect  it,  why  shall  we  not  ascribe  to  the  same  cause,  an 
effect  occurring  still  longer  after  the  predicted  hour?  “A  miss  is  as 


good  as  a  mile”  in  these  matters.  The  fact  is,  as  plainly  appears 
from  the  pamphlet  before  us,  that  at  the  time  of  tne  change  in  the 
lady’s  disease,  the  officiating  Priest  had  given  up  whatever  expecta- 
tions  of  success  he  had  at  first  entertained.  The  hour  of  three  had 
passed,  and  still  the  patient  was  unrelieved.  Four  o’clock  had  come; 
the  lady,  whatever  may  have  been  her  faith  before  the  arrival  of  the 
appointed  hour,  had  now  surrendered  every  hope,  and  doubtless  was 
waiting,  as  she  says,  the  hour  of  dissolution.  It  was  then  she  said 
what  is  not  in  the  fiamfihlet ,  but  was  industriously  circulated  soon 
after  the  event,  in  proof  of  the  extremity  of  her  illness;  that  she  was 
not  to  be  restored,  because  too  unworthy.  The  Priest  at  four 
o’clock,  gives  her  the  sacrament;  still,  by  his  own  account,  there 
is  no  appearance  of  a  change.  The  case  now  looks  so  hopeless, 
that  he  / ire/iares  to  retire  in  disappointment;  when  suddenly,  the 
Prince  just  coming  to  his  recollection  that  Mrs.  M.  had  applied  for 
a  cure;  or  perhaps  having  so  many  patients  on  hand,  as  to  have  been 
detained  till  that  moment,  or  something  else  occurring;  the  lady 
shows  symptoms  of  relief. 

It  will  now  be  shown  from  the  depositions  before  us,  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  express  conditions  of  Hohenlohe’s  blessings,  it  was  imfios - 
sidle,  unless  the  Prince  was  utterly  ignorant  of  his  business,  that 
Mrs.  M.  should  have  participated  in  the  efficacy  of  his  prayers.  Let 
us  attend  to  Father  Dubuisson.  “The  essential  conditions  required 
“  by  the  Prince  (says  he)  on  the  part  of  the  infirm,  are  a  lively  faith, 
“  an  unrestricted  confidence  of  being  favourably  heard.”  Or,  in 
other  words,  it  was  essential  to  Mrs.  Mattingly’s  miraculous  restora¬ 
tion,  that  she  should  have  firmly  believed  that  the  prayers  offered  up 
in  her  behalf,  would  certainly  be  successful,  and  that  on  the  appoint¬ 
ed  10th  of  March,  she  would  have  recovered.  But  this  lady,  from 
her  own  deposition,  had  no  such  faith,  no  such  expectations.  In  her 
attempt  to  meet  the  charge  of  an  excited  imagination  as  an  instru¬ 
ment  in  the  event,  she  is  led  to  deny  the  possession  of  this  necessary 
confidence,  in  the  strongest  language.  She  represents  herself  as 
believing  that  the  “long  expected”  hour,  “when  Almighty  God  in  his 
mercy  would  deliver  her  from  her  sufferings”,  “was  now  at  hand.” 
After  describing  her  condition  just  preceding  her  change,  she  says, 
“in  this  distressing  situation,  I  calmly  and  without  agitation  of  mind, 
awaited  the  final  close  of  my  earthly  miseries;  when  suddenly,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,”  &c.  This  lady,  therefore,  most  evidently  had 
not  the  faith  essentially  requisite  to  a  share  in  the  Prince’s  bounty. 
If  the  Prince  understands  his  trade,  it  follows,  that  whatever  may 
have  been  the  effect  upon  her  disease,  it  was  in  no  wise  connected 
with  his  Highness’s  novenas;  and  consequently,  that  the  Priests  in 
Washington,  have  either  been  ignorant  or  something  worse,  in  as¬ 
cribing  it  to  his  agency.  All  this,  Messrs.  Kolhman,  Dubuisson, 
and  Matthews,  looks  extremely  suspicious. 

From  all  that  has  now  been  said,  our  miracle  is  beset  with  so  many 
circumstances  of  the  most  suspicious  nature,  that  there  seems  scarce¬ 
ly  any  importance  in  attempting  an  explanation  of  Mrs.  Mattingly’s 
case.  But  as  it  may  be  done  without  much  trouble,  it  shall  be  un¬ 
dertaken. 
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Let  it  be  remarked,  that  our  deponents  are  extremely  sensitive  at 
the  mention  of  an  abscess ,  and  extremely  anxious  to  convince  us  that 
the  disease  was  an  internal  cancer .  I  shall  show  thatthey  have  pro¬ 
duced  no  important  evidence  of  a  cancer,  but  on  the  contrary,  the 
most  convincing  proof  of  an  abscess.  First  as  to  the  proof  ot  a  can¬ 
cer.  Be  it  remarked  in  the  beginning,  that  of  all  diseases,  an  inter¬ 
nal  cancer  is  the  least  capable  of  proof  or  certainty.  It  is  a  name 
frequently  applied  out  of  mere  uncertainty.  The  first  assertion  rela¬ 
tive  to  this  subject  is  that  of  Capt.  Carbery,  who  says,  that  “during  her 
indisposition  he  consulted  with  many  physicians  about  her  complaint: 
that  they  generally  p.ro?iouncecl  it  an  internal  cancer .”  But  in  the 
statement  prepared  in  March,  1823,  by  the  same  person,  for  the  eye 
of  the  Prince,  the  language  is  not  so  positive. — “/  believe  her  dis¬ 
ease  has  been  treated  as  an  internal  cancer,  though  some  of  the  phy¬ 
sicians  dissented  from  this  opinion,  and  concluded  from  the  sudden 
and  unexpected  nature  of  the  attack,  that  it  must  be  something  else.” 
Mrs.  Sybilla  Carbery  deposes,  that  “she  has  always  understood  her 
disease  to  have  been  an  internal  cancer.”  Miss.  Anne  Maria  Fitz¬ 
gerald  deposes,  that  “a  physician  who  had  examined  Mrs.  Mattingly, 
declared  several  times  in  her  presence,  that  her  malady  was,  in  his 
opinion,  an  internal  cancer;  and  she  has  always  understood  that  it 
was  considered  so  by  others.”  These  are  all  the  testimonies  on  this 
subject,  exclusive  of  the  depositions  of  the  medicai  gentlemen.  The 
latter  we  shall  examine,  after  having  disposed  of  the  others. 

Now  it  matters  nothing  to  any  one,  in  such  a  case  as  this,  what  any 
lady  supposed,  or  what  was  generally  supposed,  relative  to  the  dis¬ 
ease.  In  regard  to  an  internal  cancer,  no  opinion  is  worth  a  rush 
but  that  of  a  physician.  Thus  it  is  of  no  consequence  what  Mrs. 
Carbery,  or  Miss  Fitzgerald  believed;  the  only  testimony  to  be 
considered,  is  that  of  the  latter  and  of  Captain  Carbery,  relative  to 
the  opinions  of  physicians.  Now,  it  destroys  the  force  of  Miss 
Fitzgerald’s  evidence,  that  she  gives  no  hint  of  the  time,  the  year 
when  she  heard  the  physician  assert  what  she  mentions.  Here 
we  might  justly  require  the  name  of  that  physician,  for  the  purpose 
of  confronting  him  with  the  deponent;  and  we  might  show  that  the 
concealment  of  his  name  in  such  a  case  as  this,  would  well  excuse 
the  rejection  of  the  deponent’s  testimony.  But  the  concealment  of 
the  date  is  enough.  It  may  have  been  at  the  commencement  of  the 
disease,  in  1815  or  in  1816,  or  the  year  after,  that  the  opinion  was 
given.  If  so,  as  in  all  probability  it  was,  we  care  nothing  about  it. — 
It  matters  nothing  what  a  physician  thought  of  the  disease  while  as 
yet  in  its  infancy,  before  its  symptoms  had  been  manifested,  while 
obscurity  covered  the  whole.  Very  likely  it  was  generally  consider¬ 
ed  a  cancer  some  years  ago.  But  what  we  want  to  know,  is  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  physicians  as  to  its  cancerous  nature  during  the  week,  or 
month,  or  six  months  preceding  the  change.  Now  as  to  Captain 
Carbery’s  testimony.  His  first  deposition,  that  it  was  generally 
pronounced  by  medical  men,  an  internal  cancer,  is  paralyzed  by  the 
same  considerations  as  those  attendant  on  the  testimony  just  rejected. 
He  gives  no  date,  though  from  the  place  in  the  deposition  occupied 
by  this  assertion,  it  is  most  probable  it  should  have  been  dated  some- 
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where  in  the  commencement  of  the  malady,  and  therefore  can  be  of 
no  consequence  to  the  present  question.  As  to  the  second  testimo¬ 
ny  of  the  Captain,  we  know  that  his  language  refers  to  a  time  at  least 
more  than  a  year  prior  to  the  event;  for  the  paper  in  which  it  ap¬ 
pears,  was  written  a  year  before,  and  then  he  was  speaking  of  opi¬ 
nions  that  had  been  expressed  already  some  considerable  time.  But 
we  can  remove  the  date  still  further  back.  It*  is  evident  from  his 
statement  marked  A,  that  the  opinions  of  the  physicians  there  refer¬ 
red  to,  were  obtained  in  the  spring  of  1818,  when  several  physicians 
were  in  attendance.  It  was  then  that  some  of  the  physicians  dissent¬ 
ed  from  the  opinion  of  the  disease  being  an  internal  cancer.  Thus 
the  whole  testimony  of  these  deponents,  amounts  to  nothing  more 
than  that  a  long  time  ago ,  some  physicians  considered  the  disease  a 
cancer,  while  others  denied  it.  And  of  what  importance  is  this? — - 
Why  have  we  no  medical  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  malady,  in  the 
year  1824?  Why  are  we  not  told  that  medical  men  in  the  days  im¬ 
mediately  preceding  the  change,  considered  the  symptoms  as  those 
of  a  cancer?  Was  there  no  time  nor  opportunity,  to  obtain  a  certifi¬ 
cate  to  such  effect?  Were  not  the  Priests  who  so  firmly  expected  a 
miracle,  aware  of  the  importance  of  such  a  certificate?  Had  the 
attending  physician  believed  the  disease  a  cancer,  could  they  not 
have  readily  obtained  a  certificate  of  his  opinion? 

Let  us  now  examine  the  depositions  of  the  Physicians.  Of  this 
kind  there  are  six.  With  four  of  them,  we  have  no  concern,  as  they 
contain  nothing  but  what  is  found  in  all  the  statements  of  the  pamph¬ 
let,  as  to  the  lady’s  illness  and  subsequent  appearance  of  restoration. 
The  other  two  are  from  Dr.  McWilliams  and  Dr.  Jones;  the  latter 
being  the  family  physician  at  Mr.  Carbery’s  house.  There  is  no¬ 
thing  in  the  deposition  of  the  former,  touching  a  cancer,  but  that  in 
1816  or  T 7,  being  desired  by  Mrs.  M.  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the 
nature  “of  a  deep  seated  tumour  in  her  left  breast,  which  she 
apprehended  to  be  cancerous”,  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  “after 
examining  fully  and  learning  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  case,  that  although  this  was  not  at  the  time  a  cancer;  yet 
it  would  be  safe  and  adviseable  to  have  it  extirpated,  as  in  time 
it  might  become  one.”  Whether  a  cancer  ever  came,  this  deponent 
saith  not.  Exactly  similar  is  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Jones.  “In  the 
summer  of  18 17,  I  examined  (says  he)  a  tumour  seated  in  Mrs. 
Mattingly’s  left  mamma,  and  was  of  opinion,  that  it  partook  of  a 
schirrous  character”;  that  is,  as  Dr.  McWilliams  said,  that  there  was 
an  ajifiearancz  of  tendency  to  a  cancer:  and  though  one  was  not  yet 
formed,  there  might  be  one  in  time.  This  was  the  opinion  in  1817, 
seven  years  before  the  cure.  What  has  been  the  Doctor’s  opinion 
since,  he  has  not  mentioned;  and  our  Romish  neighbours  very  wisely 
forebore  to  ask  him.  Such  is  the  whole  testimony  in  favour  of  a 
cancer.  Had  it  been  possible  to  obtain  any  stronger,  doubtless  it 
would  have  been  published;  for  this  point  was  the  forlorn  hope  of 
the  miracle.  Had  it  been  possible  to  have  procured  from  any  phy¬ 
sician,  the  expression  of  an  opinion  that  the  disease  at  the  time  of  the 
change,  was  a  cancer,  it  would  certainly  have  been  done.  We  may 
safely  conclude,  therefore,  that  no  physician  entertained  such  an  opi- 
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mon>  So  much  for  our  negative  proof  that  no  cancer  existed.  The 
positive  proof  is  found  in  the  whole  developement  of  the  disease  dur¬ 
ing  the  few  months,  or  the  last  year,  preceding  the  change.  Put 
these  depositions  into  the  hands  of  any  intelligent  physician:  give  him 
time  to  examine  the  symptoms,  as  detailed  by  Mrs.  Mattingly;  then 
ask  him  if  he  dare  commit  his  reputation  by  the  opinion  that  her  dis¬ 
ease  at  the  time  of  her  relief,  was  a  cancer.  He  will  tell  you  that, 
besides  a  multitude  of  indications  to  the  contrary,  the  disease  came 
on  too  rapidly:  that  the  system  was  too  much  deranged,  too  violently 
and  generally  affected,  for  a  cancerous  tumour. 

We  now  assert  that  the  lady  was  afflicted  with  an  abscess.  To 
be  sure  she  says,  she  had  no  knowledge  of  any  abscess  in  her  side, 
and  “of  course  perceived  no  breaking  or  discharge  of  any.”  This 
we  doubt  not  is  true,  and  still  there  may  have  been  an  abscess  and 
its  discharge.  All  the  symptoms  may  have  existed,  and  the  patient, 
not  very  skilful  in  medicine  probably,  may  have  been  ignorant  of  the 
disease  to  which  they  belonged.  The  same  may  be  said  relative  to 
the  five  ladies  who  depose  that  they  “saw  no  symptom  of  any  ab¬ 
scess.”  These  ladies,  1  presume,  have  never  studied  very  closely 
the  diseases  to  which  the  human  frame  is  liable.  Throw  this  pamph¬ 
let  into  the  hands  of  any  scientific  physician:  let  it  tell  its  own  story, 
and  you  will  not  find  an  individual,  who,  connecting  the  progress  of 
the  disease  with  the  event,  will  not  pronounce  there  was  an  abscess. 
I  have  conversed  with  five  medical  men  upon  this  subject;  four  in 
this  District,  and  one  at  a  distance:  all  of  whom,  after  ridiculing  the 
pretensions  of  the  Priests  relative  to  the  miraculous  nature  of  the 
cure,  pronounced  the  disease  an  abscess.  The  simple  statement  of 
the  pamphlet,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  an  eminent  physician  at  a 
distance,  who,  after  perusing  the  symptoms,  decided  at  once,  that 
it  was  an  abscess  in  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver;  mentioning  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  had  known  at  least  ten  similar  cases  just  as  remark¬ 
able,  in  the  course  of  his  own  practice. 

Assuming  now  the  existence  of  an  abscess,  we  readily  account  for 
the  torpor  of  the  arm  next  to  the  tumour.  We  easily  account,  also, 
for  the  nature  of  the  cure.  The  simple  fact  is,  that  just  before  the 
change  in  the  lady’s  feelings,  this  abscess  broke.  The  circumstan¬ 
ces  were  exactly  calculated  to  produce  this  effect;  for  we  are  told  in 
the  fifth  deposition,  that  just  before  it  took  place,  the  patient  was 
seized  with  “a  violent  fit  of  coughing” ,  which  in  union  with  some 
preparations  on  the  part  of  the  Priest,  caused  a  delay  of  fifteen  mi¬ 
nutes  in  the  administration  of  the  sacrament.  So  violent  was  this 
paroxism  of  coughing,  that  Father  Dubuisson  says,  he  was  afraid 
“she  might  be  prevented  from  receiving  communion.”  Now,  no¬ 
thing  was  more  likely  than  that  this  paroxism  of  her  cough,  in  union 
with  the  excitement  in  which  she  had  been,  from  the  expectation  of 
a  miracle,  and  the  excitement  she  then  must  have  been  in  from  dis¬ 
appointment,  and  that,  also,  necessarily  produced  by  all  the  ceremo¬ 
ny  and  solemnity  of  receiving  the  communion,  should  have  affected 
her  frame  so  powerfully  as  to  occasion  the  discharge  of  the  abscess 
in  her  side.  The  symptoms  of  unusual  distress  and  danger  imme¬ 
diately  before,  are  perfectly  consistent  with  this;  for  such  almost 
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always, precede  the  breaking  of  an  abscess.  Now  let  it  be  recol¬ 
lected,  that  for  several  days  subsequent  to  the  relief,  it  was  asserted 
at  the  house  of  the  lady,  that  a  very  copious  discharge  of  blood  from 
her  mouth,  occurred  immediately  prior  to  the  issue;  let  it  also  be 
recollected,  that  though  some  deponents,  in  order  to  rid  the  matter 
of  the  abscess,  exert  themselves  to  show  that  no  extraordinary  dis¬ 
charge  of  blood  was  perceived,  and  though  Mrs.  M.  asserts  that  she 
spit  with  unusual  difficulty,  and  in  quantities  unusually  small  that 
night,  it  is  yet  not  denied  that  an  effusion  of  blood,  from  the 
mouth,  did  actually  take  place,  and  that  in  a  considerable  quantity, 
just  before  the  event;  and  methinks  it  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  one 
in  the  least  intelligent  on  such  subjects,  that  the  simple  explanation 
of  the  whole  affair,  is  found  in  the  fortunate  and  very  seasonable  rup¬ 
ture  of  an  abscess.  Cases  precisely  similar,  are  found  in  almost 
every  chapter  of  medical  journals.  What  Physician  of  extensive 
and  long  continued  practice,  has  not  been  favoured  with  miracles  as 
marvellous? 

But  that  which  has  seemed  unaccountable  to  many,  is  that  the 
patient’s  strength  should  so  soon  have  been  recovered.  The  ex¬ 
planation  of  this,  is  simple.  After  allowing  for  the  great  exagger¬ 
ations  already  detected;  as  to  the  suddenness  and  perfection  of  the 
cure;  nothing  remains  but  what  has  often  been  equalled  in  cases  of 
this  disease.  After  the  breaking  of  an  abscess,  all  obstruction,  pres¬ 
sure  and  pain  are  relieved;  the  patient  is  at  once,  sensible  of  a 
material  alteration  in  his  state;  the  disease  being  extirpated,  the 
limbs  which  before  sympathized  with  the  system,  in  its  pain,  now 
sympathize  in  its  relief;  they  recover  their  motion,  and  in  some  mea¬ 
sure,  revive  in  their  strength;  thus  though  weakness  continues  and 
emaciation,  it  often  appears  that  the  patient  can  rise  and  walk,  and 
go  about  some  of  the  ordinary  occupations  of  life.  This  is  but  a 
description  of  cases,  of  which  every  physician  has  read,  and  perhaps 
had  experience,  and  it  is  precisely  a  description  of  the  case  of  Mrs. 
Mattingly.  We  want  nothing  therefore  out  of  the  common  history 
of  abscess,  to  account  for  all  the  stages  of  her  relief.  That  she  was 
able  in  a  few  minutes,  after  the  rupture  to  arise  from  bed,  and  go 
about  her  room,  is  by  no  means  unparalleled;  and  that  she  could 
endure  so  much  fatigue  as  her  public  exhibition  for  some  time  after 
required,  is  easily  explained  by  the  great  excitement  necessarily  pro¬ 
duced  from  the  idea  that  she  was  the  subject  of  miraculous  power, 
and  from  the  gaze  and  wonder  and  fuss,  of  the  crowds  coming  to 
behold  her.  Thus  it  seems  that  all  this  astonishing  exertion  of 
miraculous  power;  this  resurrection  as  Mr.  Kohlman  calls  it,  so  far 
from  a  deviation  from  the  known  laws  of  nature — is,  to  say  the  most 
of  it,  but  a  remarkable  example  of  the  ordinary  course  of  those 
laws.  Did  we  choose  to  push  this  matter  as  far  as  would  be  practi¬ 
cable,  it  might  be  shown  without  much  difficulty,  that  almost  the 
whole  of  the  extraordinary  character  of  this  affair  arises  not  from 
any  thing  singular  or  strange  in  the  connection  between  the  nature 
of  the  disease  and  of  its  cure,  for  that  connection  is  natural  and  evi¬ 
dent;  but  rather  from  the  fact  that  a  disease  like  that  of  Mrs  Mat¬ 
tingly  in  all  the  extremity  of  its  symptoms,  is  not  sufficiently  common 
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to  make  its  natural  cure  a  matter  of  ordinary  observation.  Hence 
it  is  that  to  physicians*  acquainteo  with  the  records  of  disease  and 
extensively  observant  of  its  forms  and  changes*  to  whom  an  effect 
which  to  others,  would  seem  extraordinary,  is  but  a  companion  of 
similar  effects  with  which  medical  tradition  has  furnished  them;  the 
event  in  question  is  a  cause  of  no  astonishment*  except  that  by  so 
many  persons,  it  should  for  a  moment  be  supposed  either  miracu¬ 
lous  or  unaccountable.  .  . 

It  is  a  maxim  with  regard  to  miracles,  that  no  effect  is  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  miraculous,  which  admits  of  explanation  upon  natuial  piin- 
ciples.  Let  us  apply  this  maxim.  In  the  case  before  us,  there  is 
conclusive  evidence  of  an  abscess.  Experience  informs  us  that  an 
abscess  in  the  side,  was  capable  of  producing  the  symptoms  this 
lady  felt,  and  that  its  discharge  might  have  been  expected  to  issue 
in  the  relief  she  enjoyed.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe,  that  at 
the  time  of  relief,  the  abscess  did  break.  We  are  therefore  autho¬ 
rized  to  infer  that  from  this  her  relief  proceeded.  Here  is  explana¬ 
tion  sufficient.  It  matters  not  in  the  least,  whether  every  minor 
particular  in  the  disease  or  the  event  is  accounted  for,  or  whether 
the  several  facts  we  have  assumed,  have  been  all  strictly  establish¬ 
ed:  it  is  enough,  entirely  to  remove  this  affair  from  the  region  of 
miracles,  that  we  are  able  to  explain  it  by  alleged  occurrences 
which  in  all  probability  did  take  place,  and  which  no  one  can  prove 
did  not.  Try  the  miracles  of  the  Bible  by  this  rule,  and  they  will 
all  stand.  Is  there  any  circumstance  or  set  of  occurrences  in  the 
the  cure  of  the  leprosy  of  Naaman;  in  the  restoration  of  the  wither¬ 
ed  hand;  in  the  miracle  at  the  pool  of  Bethesda;  in  the  feeding  of 
the  five  thousand,  or  the  resurrection  of  Lazarus,  by  which  we  can 
rationally  imagine  a  way  through  which  the  same  effect  could  have 
been  produced  without  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  course  of  na¬ 
ture?  How  completely  useless  to  the  Gospel  would  these  miracles 
have  been,  had  it  been  necessary  before  believing  them,  to  prove  by 
long  discussion,  the  nature  of  the  diseases;  whether  by  any  natuial 
laws,  they  could  have  been  cured  and  whether  after  all,  their  sub¬ 
jects  were  actually  cured  or  not?  Especially,  how  perfectly  useless 
would  they  have  been,  had  such  obscurity  rested  upon  the  diseases, 
such  uncertainty  as  to  the  causes  that  could  and  did  operate  in  their 
cure,  as  till  the  end  of  time,  to  leave  the  miracles  as  much  the  sub¬ 
lets  of  controversy,  as  the  doctrines  in  proof  of  which  they  were 
wrought?  Such  is  the  most  favourable  light  in  which  the  stoutest 

advocates  of  the  present  affair  can  place  it. 

But  there  are  two  difficulties  under  which  some  persons  laboui, 
relative  to  this  matter,  deserving  consideration.  They  say  we  can 
see  the  reasonableness  of  all  these  explanations,  and  vve  have  no  idea 
of  supposing  this  thing  miraculous;  but  how  do  you  account  for  it, 
that  there  was  such  a  coincidence  between  the  hour  appointed  by 
the  Prince  and  that  of  the  event?  The  plain  answer  to  this  is,  that 
there  was  no  coincidence.  This  difficulty  has  arisen  not  from  the 
depositions,  but  from  the  reports  so  industriously  spread  at  the  be¬ 
einning;  in  which  vve  were  told  the  cure  occurred  precisely  at  the 
hour  appointed  in  Germany.  But  from  the  pamphlet,  it  seems  there 
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was  the  interval  of  an  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  between  the  appoint¬ 
ment  and  the  time  of  the  cure.  Was  there  any  coincidence  here?— 
Was  there  not  as  little  connection  between  the  prayers  of  the  Prince 
and  a  cure  at  fifteen  minutes  past  four,  as  at  six  or  twelve  or  during 
the  following  week?  Do  you  say  that  a  man  who  promised  to  visit 
you  at  three,  has  fulfilled  his  appointment  when  he  comes  at  four? 
And  after  the  promised  hour  has  elapsed,  if  the  man  be  reputed  for 
punctuality,  do  you  not  conclude  that  something  has  happened  to 
prevent  his  coming,  and  do  you  not  cease  to  expect  him?  Now, 
unless  the  Prince’s  character  for  punctuality  had  become  so  unta- 
vourable,  as  that  it  was  thought  proper  in  Washington  to  allow  him 
an  hour  and  a  quarter  as  grace ;  is  there  not  reason  to  believe  that 
something  prevented  him  that  day  from  attending  to  Mrs.  Mattingly: 
that  he  was  sick,  perhaps:  or  else  that  the  statement  oj  her  case  had 
never  reached  him ,  and  while  his  co-operation  was  so  firmly  de¬ 
pended  on ,  he  was  not  aware  that  such  a  lady  was  in  existence.- 
I  am  well  aware  of  the  answer,  our  neighbours  will  make  to  these 
remarks,  as  well  as  to  all  the  others,  in  which  I  have  referred  to  the 
want  of  punctuality.  They  will  say,  it  does  not  follow  because  the 
Prince  appointed  an  hour  corresponding  to  three  in  the  morning,  as 
that  at  which  he  would  offer  up  prayers  for  those  applying  lor  his 
aid,  that  the  benefit  was  to  be  looked  for  at  three.  That  was  the  time 
to  pray;  the  time  of  relief  was  not  fixed  to  any  particular  hour.  I  his 
is  the  only  way  by  which  they  have  a  chance  of  escaping.  But  ob¬ 
serve  the  meaning  of  this :  The  Prince  is  to  pray  at  three  o’clock, 
but  the  time  of  the  cure  is  not  fixed.  Suppose  then  that  an  appli¬ 
cant  having  passed  the  hour  of  three,  should  at  four  o  clock  be  reliev¬ 
ed  by  some  natural  cause — by  the  happy  discharge  of  an  abscess,  for 
instance,  in  consequence  of  coughing  or  excitements;  according  to 
this  plan,  it  would  certainly  be  ascribed  to  his  agency.  Suppose 
the  same  should  occur  at  six  o’clock;  the  same  plan  would  place 
it  to  the  credit  of  his  highness.  Let  it  take  place  at  eight  or  ten; 
the  Prince’s  net  will  catch  it  still.  But  this  is  too  sweeping  a  busi¬ 
ness  not  to  be  laughed  at.  Our  physicians  have  no  idea  of  surren¬ 
dering  so  much  of  their  praise  to  the  Bishop  ot  Bamberg. 

But  suppose  that  there  had  been  an  exact  coincidence  as  to  time, 
what  would  have  been  the  inference?  That  the  affair  was  miracu¬ 
lous?  Why,  had  this  been  the  Prince’s  only  attempt  or  had  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  as  well  in  all  other  attempts,  it  would  have  borne  a  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  aspect  undoubtedly.  But  is  it  extraordinary,  that  when  a 
number  of  sick  persons  (and  we  are  not  told  how  many  have  secretly 
been  in  training)  are  appointed  to  expect  the  Prince  s  aid  at  a  pai- 
ticular  hour,  it  should  happen  that  the  disease  of  one  of  them,  should 
take  an  unexpected  turn  just  at  that  hour,  while  all  the  others  con¬ 
tinue  as  before?  Is  this  any  thing  more  than  an  ordinary  calculation 
of  chances?  Why  we  ask,  if  there  is  any  omnipotent  virtue  in  this 
man’s  prayers;  why  if  it  is  not  all  a  calculation  of  chances,  was  there 
but  one  case  of  relief  among  all  those  who  applied  to  the  Prince? 
Why  were  not  the  others  cured?  Was  there  any  flaw  in  their  ap¬ 
plications?  Perhaps  the  Prince  did  not  receive  their  letters.  Per¬ 
haps  they  had  not  faith  enough.  But  this  last  subterfuge  will  not 
answer,  for  Mrs.  Mattingly  had  no  faith  and  yet  was  healed. 


We  now  proceed  to  the  second  difficulty:  Under  the  supposi¬ 
tion  that  the  Priests  engaged  in  this  business  did  not  really  antici¬ 
pate  a  miracle,  but  were  only  attempting  to  get  up  something  to 
pass  for  one  among  the  credulous;  some  persons  have  a  difficulty  in 
accounting  for  the  risk  they  ran.  Suppose  they  had  failed  (it  is  said), 
what  injury  would  it  not  have  done  them;  and  can  we  suppose  that 
men  of  prudence  would  have  placed  themselves  in  such  danger? — 
Of  all  suggestions  pertaining  to  this  matter,  none  is  more  easily  man¬ 
aged  than  this.  I  say,  the  Priests  incurred  no  risk  in  this  affair:  so 
had  they  managed  it,  that  ail  risk  of  exposure  in  case  of  failure,  was 
totally  removed.  What  risk  did  they  run?  Suppose  that  after  all 
their  manoeuvres,  the  fortunate  rupture  of  the  abscess  had  not  occur¬ 
red,  and  that  Mrs.  Mattingly  had  continued  unchanged  to  this  very 
clay,  who  would  have  been  the  wiser?  Would  it  ever  have  been 
heard  of,  save  among  the  few  originally  in  the  secret?  Would  any 
Protestant;  would  more  than  a  very  few  Catholics,  have  ever  heard 
that  a  miracle  had  been  attempted  or  thought  of?  Nothing  would 
have  been  easier,  considering  the  arrangements,  than  in  case  of  failure 
to  have  hushed  up  the  whole  affair  forever  Look  at  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  it  will  be  evident,  that  every  precaution  was  taken  to 
prevent  exposure  had  no  success  attended  the  plan.  Who  knew  a 
syllable  of  any  thing  connected  with  the  affair,  till  after  the  miracle 
was  wrought?  It  was  not  whispered  to  a  single  Protestant  that  such 
a  thing  was  contemplated,  and  of  course  had  it  failed,  there  was  no 
necessity  that  by  any  Protestant,  it  should  ever  be  heard  of.  So 
close  was  it  kept,  that  but  a  few  select  Catholics  were  let  into  the 
secret.  Some  near  relatives  and  friends  seem  to  have  had  no  ex¬ 
pectation  of  such  a  thing;  and  had  it  not  succeeded  so  far  as  it  did, 
there  would  have  been  not  the  least  necessity  that  more  than  a  very 
few  Catholics  should  have  heard  of  its  failing.  Thus,  but  for  the 
discharge  of  an  abscess,  it  might  and  certainly  would  have  been  kept 
as  snug  from  the  public  knowledge,  as  the  secrets  of  the  confession 
box.  If  no  such  secrecy  was  aimed  at,  if  no  escape  from  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  failure  was  arranged;  why  was  it  not  at  least  whispered 
around,  that  a  miracle  was  expected?  why  were  the  eye-witnesses  so 
few?  why  was  no  Protestant  called  in?  why  were  the  physicians  ex¬ 
cluded,  and  entirely  ignorant  of  the  whole  proceeding?  The  truth 
is,  that  precisely  in  the  same  way  as  we  are  kept  in  perfect  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  many  other  cases  in  which  the  power  of  the  Prince  was 
exerted,  should  we  have  been  ignorant  of  Mrs.  Mattingly  to  this  very 
day,  had  she  continued  like  the  rest,  unimproved.  Yea,  and  more 
than  this;  not  only  should  we  never  have  been  informed  of  the  suc¬ 
cess  attending  the  applications  to  the  Prince  in  behalf  of  these  per¬ 
sons,  but  the  fact  that  such  applications  had  ever  been  made,  would 
have  gone  down  with  the  few  concerned  in  them,  to  the  grave.  Thus 
did  the  chief  agents  in  this  business,  incur  scarcely  the  smallest  risk. 
They  knew  that  success  such  as  that  with  which  an  indulgent  abscess 
might  favour  them,  would  with  the  credulous,  materially  advance 
their  cause.  They  knew  as  well  that  should  they  be  so  unfortunate 
as  in  the  whole  lottery  they  instituted,  to  gain  not  a  single  prize,  they 
could  bury  the  lottery  and  their  misfortune  alike  in  oblivion.  For 
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aught  we  know, —nay,  it  is  not  improbable,  they  have  been  trying 
this  game  much  longer  and  more  widely  than  is  generally  supposed. 
This  one  case  may  be  but  the  first  instance  adapted  for  the  public 
eye,  out  of  a  long  course  of  secret  trials/  It  is  not  improbable  that 
hereafter  sick  people  in  numbers,  will  be  placed  under  the  Prince’s 
regimen,  on  every  10th  of  the  month  for  a  long  time  to  come,  and 
none  of  us  will  hear  a  whisper  of  it,  till  some  individuals  shall  chance 
to  be  relieved  about  the  hour  of  the  Prince’s  prayers,  and  then,  as 
in  the  present  instance,  the  country  be  roused  again  with  the  cry  of 
miracle. 

I  fear  by  this  time  I  have  exhausted  the  patience  of  my  readers; 
and  I  know  that  were  I  to  say  as  much  as  seems  to  petition  for  a 
place  on  my  pages,  I  should  tire  down  not  them  only,  but  myself. 
Having  gone  on  already  to  a  much  greater  length  than  I  had  any 
idea  of  at  first,  I  entreat  the  reader’s  forgiveness;  promising  to  con¬ 
tract  what  remains  to  be  said,  into  as  small  a  compass  as  possible. 

But  after  all  this,  there  afe  some  to  whom,  though  they  cannot 
deny  what  has  been  said,  the  affair  will  still  carry  an  air  of  wonder 
somewhat  imposing  to  superstitious  minds.  I  think  the  following 
story  will  answer  for  them.  It  is  perfectly  authentic,  and  will  be 
attested  by  thousands  in  the  region  where  the  events  occurred. 

A  few  years  ago  (not  more  than  ten),  there  lived  at  or  near  a  place 
called  Colchester,  Vermont  an  old  gentleman  (since  known  as  the 
Vermont  Prophet)  of  the  Society  of  Friends  or  Quakers,  of  respec¬ 
table  and  amiable  character;  who  some  how  or  other  was  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  he  was  vested  with  the  gift  of  healing  diseases.— 
Being  a  man  of  great  benevolence,  he  could  not  suffer  a  power  so 
useful  to  remain  unemployed.  Accordingly,  he  commenced  the 
exercise  of  his  gift  upon  such  as  he  could  at  first  procure  to  submit 
to  his  attempts.  His  method,  like  that  of  the  Prince,  was  by  pray¬ 
ing  for  those  who  came.  So  curious  and  astonishing  were  the  effects 
which  ensued,  that  in  a  short  time  his  fame  was  spread  hot  only 
throughout  his  neighbourhood,  but  into  distant  territories  of  the  U. 
States.  His  house  was  frequently  thronged  with  applicants.  Hor¬ 
ses  and  vehicles  of  various  kinds,  waited  at  his  gate.  Instances  there 
were  of  wonderful ,  admirable ,  instantaneous  cures ,  which  many 
esteemed  perfectly  miraculous.  The  successes  of  Hohenlohe,  such 
as  we  have  heard  of,  cannot  compare  with  the  accounts  given  of  this 
wonderful  man.  His  miracles  were  not  confined  to  those  who  came 
to  his  house.  Like  the  Bishop  of  Bamburg,  he  was  anxious  to  spare 
his  patients  at  a  distance,  the  expense  and  fatigue  of  coming  into  his 
presence.  Letters  containing  statements  of  the  cases  and  petitions 
for  the  prophet’s  prayers,  were  despatched  from  every  quarter,  far 
and  near.  The  immense  quantity  of  letters  he  received,  can  scarcely 
be  credited  except  by  those  who  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  for 
themselves.  The  fame  of  this  man  was  not  like  the  morning  cloud; 
it  lasted  several  years,  and  only  ceased  when  the  Prophet  being  led 
to  believe  that  his  gift  was  ended,  discontinued  his  practices.  There 
is  one  case  of  miraculous  effect  upon  one  of  his  applicants,  deserv¬ 
ing  a  particular  mention  in  this  place.  At  a  town  in  Vermont  nam¬ 
ed  Montpelier,  there  lived  a  lady,  who  for  a  long  while  had  been  - 
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painfully  afflicted  with  disease.  Bed-ridden  for  a  tedious  length  of 
time,  and  unable  to  obtain  the  use  of  her  limbs;  the  physician  after 
long  continued  attempts  to  relieve  her,  pronounced  the  case  beyond 
his  skill.  In  this  helpless  condition,  the  patient  heard  of  the  won¬ 
derful  cures  of  the  Prophet  at  Colchester.  Willing  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  every  expedient  for  relief,  she  procured  a  letter  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  him,  with  a  statement  of  her  case  and  a  petition  for  his 
prayers.  A  neighbour  who  was  about  to  undertake  a  journey  which 
obliged  him  to  pass  the  old  man’s  residence,  undertook  to  be  the 
bearer  of  the  letter.  The  lady,  as  he  travelled,  calculated  the  time 
it  would  take  him  to  reach  the  Prophet's  door.  The  hour  at  which 
he  probably  arrived,  was  struck.  Immediately  she  recovered;  the 
strength  and  use  of  her  long  helpless  limbs  returned:  she  arose  from 
bed,  delighted  and  thankful  for  her  miraculous  restoration.  The 
Prophet’s  gift  was  now  all  her  theme.  The  neighbours  came  in  to 
see  the  truth  of  the  wonderful  reports  which  were  spread  of  the 
case.  They  beheld  and  were  astonished.  Their  long  afflicted  ac¬ 
quaintance,  they  saw  walking,  working,  and  comfortable.  They 
could  not  doubt  the  sight  of  their  own  eyes.  The  lady  was  plainly 
restored  at  the  very  time  when  the  application  must  have  been  made 
to  the  Prophet.  Had  I  been  there,  I  should  have  been  much  more 
surprized  than  at  the  breaking  of  an  abscess.  The  man  who  car¬ 
ried  the  letter,  now  returned.  Having  heard  of  the  lady’s  wonderful 
restoration,  he  hastened  to  congratulate  her.  She  met  him  joyfully: 
exhibited  her  strength;  said  a  miracle  had  been  wrought  on  her  by 
the  Prophet’s  gift,  and  assured  the  friend  that  it  was  at  the  very 
time,  when  he  must  have  arrived  at  the  old  man’s  house,  that  her 
recovery  was  effected.  Well,  (said  the  friend)  I  am  extremely  re¬ 
joiced  to  find  you  so  well;  but  indeed  I  entirety  forgot  to  deliver  the 
letter .  This  needs  no  comment. 

I  shall  now  conclude  with  a  few  general  remarks.  There  is  no¬ 
thing  for  which  we  should  require  such  unequivocal  and  perfect 
proof,  as  a  miracle.  A  miracle  being  an  event  for  which  the  laws 
of  nature  have  been  arrested,  has  a  powerful  presumption  against  it, 
which  nothing  but  the  most  powerful  evidence  can  or  should  be  suf¬ 
fered  to  overcome.  It  is  a  law  of  nature,  that  the  earth  shall  revolve 
on  its  axis.  Any  one  who  asserts  that  it  will  continue  to  revolve  on 
the  morrow  as  to-day,  has  a  powerful  presumption  in  his  favour. — 
Any  one  who  asserts  that  it  will  cease  to  revolve  on  the  morrow, 
has  a  presumption  equally  powerful  against  him,  and  we  are  right 
in  expecting  the  most  complete  evidence  of  the  event  he  predicts. 
Exactly  such  is  the  case  with  miracles.  Equally  reasonable  is  it  to 
demand  for  them,  unexceptionable  and  perfect  proof. 

But  besides  the  general  presumption  against  the  truth  of  any  alleg¬ 
ed  miraculous  occurrence,  there  is  an  additional  one  against  all  such 
as  appear  in  any  age  and  country,  where  the  reasons  which  existed 
in  the  primitive  ages  of  Christianity  are  wanting.  Formerly,  when 
all  the  world  was  ignorant  of  Christianity  and  opposed  to  its  princi¬ 
ples,  and  as  yet  it  had  obtained  no  hold  in  the  earth;  miracles  were 
necessary  to  call  up  the  attention  of  men  to  its  claims  and  gain  some 
deference  to  the  addresses  of  its  humble  advocates.  But  at  present. 
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and  in  this  country,  Christianity  is  no  longer  in  need  of  such  help; 
and  it  argues  some  weakness  in  the  argument  of  that  cause,  which 
fearing  under  present  circumstances,  to  depend  lor  advancement 
upon  ordinary  means,  must  resort  to  the  aid  of  miracles  for  its  sup¬ 
port.  St.  Chrysostom,  to  whom  the  Papists  will  not  refuse  their 
respect,  speaking  of  his  time,  which  was  about  400  years  after  Chi  ist; 
says,  that  miraculous  powers  were  then  ceased,  and  speaks  as  it  no 
footsteps  of  them  were  left  in  the  pastors  and  governors  of  the 
Church,  much  less  among  private  Christians,  for  which  he  gives  this 
reason:  that  Christianity  being  already  established  by  miracles,  there 
was  no  reason  to  expect  their  continuance. 

Besides  all  this,  there  is  a  very  reasonable  and  particular  and  pow¬ 
erful  presumption  against  all  miraculous  pretensions  in  the  Romish 
Church.  This  arises,  reader,  from  the  fact  that  in  all  ages  since 
Papistry  began,  in  almost  all  countries  where  Papists  have  preached, 
and  especially  in  those  where  they  have  made  up  the  whole  popu¬ 
lation  and  where  the  influence  of  the  priesthood  has  been  most  uni¬ 
versal,  miracles  have  been  pretended  so  abundantly  as  to  become 
scarcely  more  extraordinary  than  daily  occurrences,  and  have  been, 
as  every  one  knows  who  knows  any  thing  of  Europe,  the  great  in¬ 
struments  in  perpetuating  the  ignorance  and  superstition  of  Roman 
Catholic  countries.  It  is  impossible  to  be  acquainted  with  the  thou¬ 
sand  miserable  tricks  annually  played  off  before  the  gaping  multitude 
under  the  name  of  miracles,  in  Spain  and  Italy,  many  of  them  under 
the  very  eye  of  the  Pope,  and  so  strenuously  defended  by  the  priest¬ 
hood  of  those  countries;  without  suspecting,  and  very  reasonably  too, 
that  any  new  pretension  in  the  Romish  Church,  is  but  a  new  fotmoi 
the  mockery  so  universally  exhibited.  No  one  can  be  in  the  least  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Roman  Catholic  history,  without  agreeing  to  the  propri¬ 
ety  of  requiring  the  most  positive  and  perfectly  unequivocal  testimony, 
and  of  being  particularly  suspicious  before  admitting  the  claims  of  any 
event  in  the"  Romish  Church,  to  the  character  of  a  miracle.  And  here, 
gentle  reader,  if  thou  hast  ever  amused  a  leisure  hour  with  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  numberless  saints  whose  prayers  while  living,  and  whose 
images  and  sculls  and  teeth  and  little  fingers  and  great  toes  and  old 
clothes,  real  or  imaginary,  after  their  owners  had  been  lor  centuries 
in  the  dust,  are  therein  recorded  to  have  performed  so  many  thou¬ 
sand  miracles,  to  each  of  which,  the  wonders  of  our  good  Prince  are 
not  worth  a  comparison;  or  if  thou  hast  ever  considered  with  what 
marvellous  facility  the  corruptible  members  of  the  Apostles  and  the 
blood  of  the  ancient  Martyrs,  are  kept  by  Papists  century  alter  cen¬ 
tury  for  the  edification  of  the  people  and  the  enriching  of  their  poor 
mendicant  Priests;  how  frequently  the  legs  of  the  ass  that  carried 
our  Saviour  into  Jerusalem  have  been  most  wonderfully  multiplied, 
as  particular  favours  to  certain  pilgrims,  who  it  was  hoped  would 
be  very  liberal  in  their  benefactions  to  the  Church,  and  how  wonder¬ 
fully  the  pieces  of  the  cross,  notwithstanding  all  its  perils  and  cap  1- 
vities,  have  been  preserved,  how  easily  they  have  been  increase  , 
and  what  a  miraculously  large  cross  they  would  make,  if  all  were 
put  together;  yea,  gentle  reader,  if  thou  rememberest  the  narrative 
of  Cardinal  de  Retz  at  Saragossa,  who  saw  theie  a  poor  Sexton  wh. 
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had  served  seven  years  with  but  one  leg  and  by  the  mere  rubbing  of 
holy  oil  had  obtained  another  (which  fact  the  Cardinal  was  so  wicked 
as  not  to  believe),  or  if  thou  hast  read  of  the  image  of  the  Virgin  at 
Worcester,  in  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  in  England,  of  which 
such  marvellous  things  are  told,  and  which,  when  stripped  of  a  few 
modest  veils  by  the  agents  of  the  sacrilegious  Henry,  turned  out  by 
some  miraculous  transubstantion,  the  image  of  a  Bishop;  it  will  seem 
to  thee,  a  matter  of  no  little  importance  to  inquire  whether  an  event 
claiming  the  character  of  a  miracle,  he  Roman  Catholic  or  not. 

As  for  myself,  I  confess,  when  I  consider  what  extensive  importa¬ 
tions  of  holy  bones  and  clothes  and  relics  of  different  sorts  and  sizes, 
were  ma.de  from  Palestine  to  Europe,  during  the  age  of  the  crusades; 
how  many  centuries  the  bodies  of  those  of  whom  they  were  said  to 
be  remnants,  had  been  scattered  in  dust  to  the  winds;  what  danger 
there  was,  in  a  country  where  Mahometans  had  lived  for  so  many 
centuries,  and  where  almost  every  land-mark  of  Christianity  had 
been  destroyed,  lest  perchance,  the  sculls  of  some  three-tailed  Ba¬ 
shaws,  or  the  bones  of  a  few  unholy  Janissaries,  might  have  found 
their  way  among  the  sacred  cargoes,  as  relics  of  apostolick  saints; 
when  I  consider  the  vast  multitude  of  miracles  these  eastern  relics, 
so  ignorantly  gathered,  and  those  taken  promiscuously  from  the 
crowded  skeletons  of  the  catacombs,  are  reputed  to  have  worked, 
and  that  Father  Mabillon,  a  Benedictine  Papist,  complains  that  bones 
were  often  consecrated,  of  which  it  was  not  known  whether  they  had 
belonged  to  Christians  or  not;  when  again,  I  find  that  the  miracles  of 
the  Papists  have  occurred  so#verv  frequently  and  at  such  regular 
periods,  as  to  forfeit  their  miraculous  character  and  take  their  places 
among  the  common  productions  of  nature;  I  must  be  excused  for 
not  submitting  to  a  story  of  a  miracle  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
as  I  would  receive  a  sentence  from  the  Bible. 

But  lest  my  reader  should  not  be  able  to  refer  to  any  particular 
miracles  in  the  Romish  Church,  from  which  to  make  up  his  opinion 
relative  to  this  matter,  I  will  select  from  the  vast  army  of  them,  a 
few  of  the  most  respectable,  those  which  have  enjoyed  the  greatest 
repute.  There  is  the  miracle  of  the  sacred  Vial,  brought  from  Hea¬ 
ven  by  a  dove  for  the  baptismal  unction  of  Clovis,  the  first  Christian 
king  of  France,  and  which  was  dropped  by  the  dove  exactly  into  the 
hands  of  St.  Remigius,  (the  saint  of  course  not  holding  his  hands  to 
catch  it,  nor  even  expecting  such  a  vial,)  and  which  has  been  kept 
ever  since  the  fifth  century  to  anoint  all  succeeding  kings.  Its  divine 
descent  was  confirmed  at  the  end  of  every  coronation  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  most  unaccountable  and  miraculous  fact:  that  “the  oil  in  the  vial 
began  to  waste  and  vanish,  but  was  constantly  renewed  of  itself,  for 
the  service  of  each  new  coronation.**  No  less  a  man  than  the  Abbe 
de  Vertot  has  defended  this  miracle.  Plow  the  vial  fared  during  the 
Revolution  in  France;  whether  the  dove  came  and  took  it  up  again, 
to  wait  the  return  of  the  Bourbons,  or  whether  it  only  refused  to  re¬ 
plenish  itself  during  the  banishment  of  the  legitimates,  the  learned 
are  not  agreed. 

Thou  hast  heard,  indulgent  reader,  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr, 
alms  Thomas  A  Beckei,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  reign  of 
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Henry  II.  Be  not  prejudiced  against  this  good  saint,  on  account  of 
his  character  while  on  earth;  for  since  his  death,  he  has  amply  made 
amends  for  all  his  faults  by  a  most  unequalled  liberality  in  the  work¬ 
ing  of  miracles.  “If  there  is  any  faith  in  history,  (said  a  Jesuit  at  St. 
Omers)  he  deserves  to  be  esteemed  a  great  saint.”  True  he  was  a 
very  bad  man,  as  his  own  letters,  printed  some  years  ago  at  Brus¬ 
sels,  testify;  wherein  it  appears  that  by  Bishops,  Abbots  and  Clergy, 
his  conduct  was  condemned  as  highly  criminal.  But  it  was  his 
good  fortune  to  be  killed  by  the  agents  of  the  English  King,  and 
this  was  merit  enough  to  outweigh  the  whole  of  his  life.  He  was 
therefore  honoured  with  the  title  of  Martyr  and  promoted  to  the 
Saintship;  thousands  of  pilgrirh’s  Hocked  to  his  shrine;  miracles  were 
worked,  by  hundreds.  Pope  Alexander  was  delighted  to  hear  of 
“the  wonderful  works  of  the  holy  and  reverend  man  Thomas  the 
late  Archbishop.”  John  of  Salisbury,  a  disciple  of  the  saint,  testi¬ 
fied  that  at  the  place  where  he  was  buried,  “the  paralytic  are  heal¬ 
ed,  the  blind  see,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dumb  speak,  and  what  was 
never  heard  of  in  the  days  of  our  fathers,  the  dead  are  raised.” 
Thomas’  miracles  were  considered  as  superior  to  those  of  St.  Tho¬ 
mas  the  Apostle,  and  quite  equal  to  our  Saviour’s.  Even  his  blood 
is  said  to  have  raised  great  numbers  of  dead  to  life;  and  when  it  be¬ 
came  scarce,  it  was  mixed  with  water,  that  distant  parts  might  feel 
its  benefit.  Happy  England  to  have  possessed  such  a  Physician! 
But  there  is  one  difficulty  which,  if  it  is  not  asking  too  much,  I 
would  beg  to  have  explained.  It  is  only  that  when  Henry  VIII. 
ordered  the  search  of  the  monastaries,  and  his  agents  came  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  shrine  of  St.  Thomas,  they  found  that  the  holy  skull  which 
had  been  so  much  worshipped  and  so  powerful  in  wonders,  was  but 
the  head-piece  of  some  poor,  forgotten  monk,  and  that  the  scull  of 
St.  Thomas  had  been  all  the  while  enjoying  a  sweet  tranquillity  in 
his  own  grave.  Now  it  may  be  questioned  indeed  whether  the  Arch¬ 
bishop,  did  not  work  at  the  shrine  by  means  of  his  Chaplain  or  Cu¬ 
rate,  choosing  a  dignified  retirement  for  himself.  This  unknown 
scull  might  have  been  his  Vicar’s  for  ought  we  know.  It  is  a  sub¬ 
ject  too  deep  for  human  reason,  and  should  be  left  with  the  infallibi¬ 
lity  of  the  Pope.  But  I  would  suggest  for  thy  consideration,  my 
kind  reader,  whether  the  good  Thomas  was  not  a  little  too  grasping 
v/he'n  in  one  year  ^954  were  deposited  at  his  altar,  and  not  a  penny 
at  a  neighbouring  altar  dedicated  to  Christ? 

Hast  thou  ever  read  in  Bishop  Burnet’s  history,  how  the  unbeliev¬ 
ing  Protestants  under  Henry  VIII.  produced  the  images  which  had 
astonished  England  so  long,  and  broke  them  at  St.  Paul’s  Cross,  to 
show  the  wonderful  machinery  by  which  they  had  bowed  and  nodded 
and  wept,  when  by  some  miraculous  power  of  discernment,  thev 
were  pleased  or  displeased  with  the  liberality  of  their  worshippers? 
In  those  days  was  the  famous  Crucifix  of  Boxley,  in  Kent,  called  the 
Hood  of  Grace,  to  which  vast  multitudes  of  holy  pilgrims  were  wont 
to  resort,  because  it  did  so  marvellously  bow  and  lift  up  itself,  and 
shake  and  stir  its  head  and  hands  and  feet,  and  roll  the  eyes  and 
move  the  lips  and  bend  the  brows.  In  those  days  of  reformation, 
it  was  shown  how  the  blood  of  Christ,  in  a  chrystal  vial  at  Hales  in 
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ing  to  the  gift  of  the  pilgrim.  But  the  time  would  fail  me  to  tell  of 
the  wonderful  discoveries  of  those  times,  among  the  antiquities  of 
the  monastaries;  of  the  Angel  at  Reading  with  one  wing,  that  brought 
over  the  spear  that  pierced  our  Saviour’s  side,  and  the  coals  that 
roasted  St.  Laurence,  and  the  parings  of  St.  Edmund’s  toes  at  Ed- 
mumlsburg,  and  the  piece  of  St.  Andrew’s  finger  set  in  an  ounce  of 
silver. 

Thou  hast  heard,  O  reader,  of  the  famous  blood  of  St.  Januarius 
at  Naples,  which  in  the  Roman  Breviary,  is  said  to  remain  in  a  mass 
till  the  head  of  the  saint  is  produced  on  the  anniversary  of  his  mar¬ 
tyrdom,  when  uadmirandu7n  in  modum  colliquifieri  videtur” ,  it  won¬ 
derfully  becomes  liquid.  This  annual  wonder  is  one  of  the  most  au¬ 
thentic  miracles  in  Italy.  It  has  been  for  a  great  many  years,  and 
still  continues  to  be,  annually  played  off  in  the  near  neighbourhood 
and  certain  knowledge  of  the  Pope,  and  with  great  parade  and  cere¬ 
mony  before  the  population  of  Naples.  Addison  said  it  was  one  of 
the  most  bungling  tricks  he  ever  beheld.  And  yet,  though  necessa-. 
rily  the  ridicule  of  the  thinking  and  intelligent;  though  known  univer¬ 
sally  in  the  Romish  Church,  and  at  any  moment  within  the  reach  of 
the  Pope;  the  priestly  craftsmen  are  suffered  to  continue  imposing 
upon  the  credulity  of  the  people  with  a  trick,  which  any  one  daring 
to  think  a  moment  for  himself,  must  detect. 

At  Rome  we  are  told  they  have  the  very  cradle  of  our  Saviour, 
which  is  exposed  to  view  every  Christmas  on  the  high  altar  in  St.  Ma¬ 
ry  the  Great,  and  which  Baronius  saithis  “made  only  of  wood,  with¬ 
out  any  ornament  of  silver  or  gold.”  There  is  at  Lucca  an  image 
of  the  Virgin,  with  the  child  Jesus  in  her  arms,  of  which  it  is  related 
that  one  day  a  blasphemer  having 'thrown  a  stone  at  the  infant;  “the 
“  Virgin,  to  preserve  him  from  the  blow,  shifted  him  instantly  from 
u  her  right  arm  into  the  left,  in  which  he  is  now  held;  while  theblas- 
“  phemer  was  swallowed  up  by  the  earth  on  the  spot;  and  the  hole, 
“  which  they  declare  to  be  unfathomable,  is  still  kept  open.  The 
u  Virgin,  however,  received  the  blow  upon  her  shoulder,  whence 
“  the  blood  immediately  issued,  which  is  preserved  in  a  crystal,  and 
“produced  annually  with  the  greatest  ceremony,  while  all  the  com- 
“pany  kiss  the  sacred  relic  upon  their  knees.” 

One  of  the  most  famous  images  in  Italy,  is  that  of  St.  Dominic, 
in  Calabria,  which  was  brought  down  about  the  year  1530,  by  the 
Virgin  in  company  with  Mary  Magdelene,  and  St.  Catharine;  be¬ 
fore  which  it  is  affirmed  in  the  life  of  St.  Dominic,  that  “great 
numbers  of  the  dead  have  been  restored  to  life,”  besides  thousands 
of  other  miracles  it  has  wrought  too  tedious  to  mention,  but  attested 
by  Notaries,  and  confirmed  by  Cardinals,  Prelates,  Priors,  See. 
Aringhtis,  in  his  account  of  subterranean  Rome,  informs  us  that  this 
“venerable  image  is  drawn  indeed  but  rudely,  without  the  help  of  art 
or  pencil;  sketched  by  a  celestial  hand.  Those  who  have  written  its 
history,  assert  (says  he)  that  the  painters  in  their  attempts  to  copy  it, 
have  not  always  been  able  to  take  similar  copies,  because  it  frequently 
assumes  a  different  air5  and  it  has  more  than  once  removed  itself 
from  one  place  to  another.”  To  this  image,  100,000  and  upward^ 
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are  said  to  have  usually  flocked  on  the  festival  of  the  saint.  But 
what  is  still  more  miraculous,  “even  the  copy  of  it,  (as  Aringhus 
doth  assert)  which  is  piously  preserved  in  Rome,  in  the  Monastery 
called  St.  Mary’s  above  the  Minerva,  is  famous  also  for  its  perpetual 
signs  and  wonders.” 

Let  me  ask  thy  patience,  gentle  reader,  while  I  relate  of  a  most 
wonderful  image  of  the  Virgin  at  Florence,  famous  for  having  deli¬ 
vered  the  city  from  a  pestilence;  whereof  time  will  only  suffice  to 
say,  that  so  grateful  were  the  Florentines  for  its  timely  interposition, 
that  they  made  her  “an  offering  of  10,000  ducats  of  gold,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  providing  portions  for  twenty  young  women  of  Impruneta, 
to  be  disposed  of  annually  in  marriage.’5  A  most  glorious  patroness 
of  the  sex,  was  this  image  indeed;  there  are  other  countries  besides 
Italy,  where  it  would  be  popular.  If  some  workman  here,  should 
happen  to  dig  up  such  an  image  in  the  same  way  that  this  was  found 
by  the  happy  Florentines,  or  in  any  other  way  he  may  please,  our 
ladies  will  bless  him  more  heartily  than  for  a  hundred  cures,  and  the 
Romish  Church  will  be  popular  at  once.  With  all  due  respect  for 
this  image,  I  would  only  suggest  whether  the  Priests  of  Florence, 
were  not  elated  a  little  too  much  in  praise  of  the  Virgin,  when  in  a 
procession  of  this  image  in  1710,  they  wrote  on  the  front  of  the 
Church,  an  inscription  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract:  “There 
Is  no  one,  who  can  be  saved,  O  most  holy  Virgin,  but  through  thee! 
There  is  no  one  who  can  obtain  mercy,  but  through  thee!  Mary, 
indeed  opens  the  bosom  of  her  mercy  to  all;  so  that  the  whole  uni¬ 
verse  receives  out  of  her  fullness.” 

One  of  the  greatest  proofs  of  a  miraculous  power  in  the  Romish 
Church,  is  the  wonderful  facility  with  which  her  Priests  have  manu¬ 
factured  saints,  even  though  the  raw  material  had  been  the  bones  of 
a  Pagan  or  Mahometan.  As  an  instance  of  this,  I  will  relate  a 
story.  Some  original  papers  in  the  Barberini  Library,  according  to 
Father  Mabillon,  contain  that  in  the  time  of  Pope  Urban  VIII.,  the 
Spaniards  having  a  saint  called  Viar ,  and  desiring  the  Pope  to  grant 
some  special  indulgences  at  his  altar,  for  the  encouragement  of  his 
worship;  his  Holiness  would  be  acquainted  with  his  character,  and 
asked  for  the  proof  of  his  saintship;  whereupon  they  produced  a  stone 
with  these  antique  letters,  S.  Viar;  which  the  antiquaries  very  rea¬ 
dily  saw  was  a  fragment  of  an  old  Roman  monument,  the  inscription 
of  which  had  been  Pr^efectuS,  VIARum,  or  overseer  of  roads. 

Dost  thou  wonder  at  this,  O  reader,  and  do  thy  suspicions  awake? 
What  thinkest  thou,  when  Durantus  a  zealous  defender  of  Popish 
ceremonies,  gives  several  instances  of  such  forgeries,  and  particularly 
mentions  that  the  bones  of  a  common  thief  had  been  for  some  time 
honoured  with  an  altar  and  worshipped  under  the  title  of  a  saint. — 
Lyra,  (a  Papist  of  course)  in  his  comment  on  Bel  ancl  the  Dragon, 
says,  “that  sometimes  also  in  the  Church,  very  great  cheats  are  put 
upon  the  people,  by  false  miracles  contrived  or  countenanced  at  least 
by  their  Priests,  for  some  gain  or  temporal  advantage.” 

And  now,  my  reader,  when  all  these  things,  and  a  thousand  others 
of  which  they  are  but  favourable  specimens,  are  well  considered : 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  multitude  of  Romish  miracles  were 
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wrought  in  countries  where  none  dare  dispute  their  truth  or  the  doc» 
trines  they  were  intended  to  confirm:  when  it  is  considered  how  “tew 
and  far  between”  such  angel’s  visits  have  been  where  heretics 
abounded,  where  miracles  were  so  especially  wanted  and  where  they 
would  have  been  so  warmly  examined :  especially  when  it  is  consid¬ 
ered  how  St.  Paul  in  the  2d  chapter  of  1st  Thess.  after  describing 
plainly  the  Romish  Church,  has  warned  us  in  tne  9th  verse  that  “her 
coming  is  after  the  coming  of  Satan,  with  all  power  and  signs,  and 
lying  wonders;”  and  again,  how  the  beast  in  Revelations  xiii.  14,  is 
described  as  one  that  shall  deceive  those  that  dwell  upon  the  earth 
by  means  of  miracles ,  and  furthermore,  that  since  no  Protestants 
pretend  to  miracles  in  these  days,  the  above  passages  must  apply  to 
the  Papists;  does  there  not  arise  hence  a  peculiar  reason  for  hesitat¬ 
ing  at  any  new  publication  of  a  Romish  miracle?  Is  it  not  enough 
to  cover  it  with  just  suspicion,  that  it  comes  of  a  Church  which  has 
practised  such  a  continued  series  of  deceptions? 

A  gentleman  of  Maryland  who  has  a  regular  correspondent  in  the 
part  of  Germany  where  Hoheniohe  lias  been  operating,  has  politely 
furnished  the  following  translations  from  foreign  papers,  which  to¬ 
gether  with  some  extracts  oi  letters  received  by  this  gentleman  from 
his  correspondent,  copied  lrom  a  Hagerstown  paper,  are  here  sub¬ 
joined,  to  show  the  estimation  in  which  the  Prince  is  held  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  Bavaria: 

Extract  from  the  Courier  Francais. 

Hamburg,  July  7. — The  news  that  Prince  Alexander  of  Hoheniohe,  was 
expected  in  this  town,  produced  the  most  lively  sensations — all  the  infirm 
endowed  with  stedfast  faith,  waited  with  great  impatience  the  moment  of  lay¬ 
ing  his  hands  upon  them. 

The  Prince  arrived  on  the  2d  July;  he  performed  his  first  cure  on  three 
females  who  laboured  under  a  paroxysm  of  gout;  their  cure  was  attested  by 
one  witness  only,  a  distributor  of  alms.  He  restored  the  use  of  limbs  to  a 
paralytic,  and  hearing  to  two  deaf  women.  The  Prince  promised  to  repair 
on  the  following  day  to  the  extensive  area  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cathedral, 
and  to  perform  his  cures  in  the  open  air.  An  immense  multitude  resorted  to 
the  place — the  lame,  the  deaf,  and  the  blind,  lay  prostrate  on  the  earth;  near 
to  them  were  in  attendance  their  parents  and  friends,  who  offered  up  prayers 
to  heaven  for  the  recovery  of  these  unfortunate  individuals  The  moment 
the  Prince  appeared  the  whole  assemblage  fell  upon  their  knees — all  fixed  in 
profound  silence,  their  eyes  on  Prince  Hoheniohe,  who,  after  putting*  up  a 
long  prayer,  advanced  to  the  midst  of  the  supplicants,  and  asked  in  a  mild 
tone,  “Do  you  firmly  believe  that  God  can  cure  you?”  A  thousand  voices 
replied,  “Yes,  yes!”  Then  he  stretched  forth  his  arms,  and  uttered  with  a 
loud  voice,  “Arise,  your  faith,  hath  made  you  whole;”  and  they  all  got  up  and 
went  away.  The  acclamation  of  the  multitude  rent  the  air. 

Nevertheless,  the  magistracy  of  the  town  thought  proper  to  appoint  a  com¬ 
mission,  composed  of  intelligent  and  upright  men,  whom  they  directed  to 
follow  the  Prince,  and  to  make  a  list  of  persons  whom  he  should  cure  of  their 
infirmities  These  commissions  have  prepared  an  account  of  the  state  of  . 
twenty-three  persons  who  had  declared  themselves  cured  by  the  Prince,  and 
it  turns  out  that  the  ailments  have  not  been  in  any  wise  diminished.  On 
further  inquiry,  it  has  been  found  that  the  story  of  the  paralytic  woman,  and 
the  two  deaf  and  dumb,  who  had  fancied  themselves  cured  by  the  Prince  on 
the  first  day  of  his  arrival,  is  very  different  from  the  reports  that  have  got 
into  circulation. 
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Munich,  Jan.  1!T,  1823. — The  personal  estate  of  Prince  Alexander  Hohen- 
lohe  was  publicly  sold  in  Bamberg’,  and  his  benefice  of  the  Dome  Church  was 
confiscated.  He  is  now  engaged  in  his  operations  in  Vienna,  where  he  can 
receive  every  desired  human  assistance. 

Extracts  of  letters  •written  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wurtzburg ,  in  Bavaria,  in 

Germany ,  to  a  gentleman  in  this  country. 

“November  4,  1821. — The  public  newspapers  have  probably  already 
made  you  acquainted  with  a  great  deal  concerning  the  miraculous  cures  of 
the  Prince  of  Hohenlohe,  and  his  man  Michael,  in  Wurtzburg,  Bricbman 
and  Bamberg.  A  certain  Prince  of  Schwartzburg,  had  a  daughter  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  in  the  Inlier  Hospital  in  Wurtzburg,  who  was  very  lame. 
Suddenly  the  Prince  and  his  man  Michael  made  their  appearance  (whether 
by  invitation  or  not,  I  cannot  say)  and  undertook  to  effect  a  cure  by  prayer 
and  imposition  of  hands.  Immediately  it  was  published  in  the  newspapers 
that  the  female  invalid  could  again  walk  perfectly  straight,  and  that  too, 
without  any  assistance,  and  had  actually  walked  across  the  street  to  the 
church,  in  order  to  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  for  her  wonderful  restoration. 
The  regularly  attending  physician  of  the  Hospital  then  announced  to  the 
public  that  the  account  concerning  the  recovery  of  the  lame  female  was 
false — that  she  had  not  been  cured  by  Prince  H.  but  by  a  long  and  regular 
use  of  means  which  he  himself  had  administered.  The  affair  now  became 
a  subject  of  newspaper  discussion.  Some  writing  in  favour  of  the  Prince, 
and  others  on  the  side  of  the  physician.  At  this  juncture  the  Police  of 

W — - - gave  notice,  that  every  invalid  that  intended  to  visit  the  Prince  to 

obtain  relief,  must  be  furnished  with  a  pass  from  the  commissary  of  his  dis¬ 
trict,  and  with  a  certificate  from  the  physician  of  his  Canton,  the  latter  of 
which  must  contain  a  correct  and  minute  description  of  the  disease — and 
Hohenlohe  -was  required  to  perform  his  cures  in  a  Bovel,  and  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose;  and  in  case  he  refused,  he 
was  ordered  to  leave  the  vicinity.  Shortly  after  these  arrangements  were 
made  by  the  civil  authority,  the  Prince  requested  the  Editor  of  the  Main 
Paper  to  give  notice,  that  all  the  Roman  Priests  of  Bavaria  should  proclaim 
from  their  pulpits,  that  in  consequence  of  his  ill  health,  and  for  other  rea¬ 
sons,  he  had  discontinued  his  cures,  and  that  for  the  present  it  would  ac¬ 
cordingly  be  useless  for  the  afflicted  to  incur  the  expense  and  trouble  of  a 
journey  to  him  for  assistance.  It  is  reported  in  this  neighbourhood  that 
there  is  a  secret  society,  which  urges  and  supports  the  Prince  in  this  busi¬ 
ness.  Having  decamped,  it  is  expected  that  this  miracle-monger  will  now 
attract  attention  and  get  himself  into  business  at  some  other  place.” 

“March  26,  1822. — In  my  last,  1  dropped  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to 
Hohenlohe  and  Wurtzburg.  My  opinion,  and  also  that  of  the  thinking 
part  of  the  Catholics  and  Protestants  is,  that  he  is  far  from  being  a  true 
messenger  of  God.  He  has  been  made  a  dupe  of  by  designing  men,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  which  a  serious  disturbance  has  arisen,  and  if  he  had  not  been 
obliged  to  retreat,  I  would  not  have  been  surprised  if  a  revolution  had  ensu¬ 
ed.  It  is  stated  in  some  papers  that  Rome  does  not  object  to,  but  rather 
approves  of  the  doings  of  the  Prince. 

I  remain,  See.  - - - - .” 


